Iran-Iraq War Timeline”

[Note: This chronology is intended to provide a detailed, though by no means comprehensive,
road map to events relating to the Iran-Iraq war. The entries derive primarily from U.S. media
accounts as well as from declassified documents.]

6 March 1975- The Algiers Accords is signed. Saddam Hussein gives partial control of
the Shatt al-Arab waterway to a militarily superior Iran. In return, the Shah promises to
respect Iraq’s security and stop Iranian aid to Iragi-based Kurdish rebels.

16 January 1979- The Shah and his family are forced into exile.

1 February 1979- Ayatollah Khomeini returns to Iran following 14 years of exile in Iraq
and France.

August 1979- Iraqi authorities invite Mehdi Bazargaﬁ, the first Prime Minister of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, to visit Baghdad. This meeting is intended to improve bilateral
. relations between the two countries.

4 November 1979- The U.S. embassy in Tehran is overrun and 66 Americans are taken
hostage. The crisis lasts until January 20, 1981, when Iran releases the remaining 52
Americans. Among other outcomes, the event leads to the resignation of Prime Minister
Mehdi Bazargan and his government. Bazargan is later accused of plotting the overthrow
of the Islamic Republic—with the help of the Iraqi regime.

8 February 1980- Saddam Hussein proposes a pan-Arab charter calling for a
“nonaligned” Arab world and opposing the presence of either superpower in the region.
Aside from being an attempt to place Iraq at the center of a new Arab coalition, the move
is seen as part of Hussein’s determination to resist Soviet expansionism after the invasion
of Afghanistan.

April 1980- The Iranian-backed militia group Al-Dawa attempts to assassinate Iraqi
Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz. Shortly after this failed assassination attempt, the group
tries to kill Latif Nusseif al-Jasim, the Iraq Minister of Culture and Information. Iraq
responds by immediately rounding up members and supporters of Al-Dawa in Iraq, and
deporting thousands of Iraqi Shiites to Iran.

7 April 1980- Iran puts its armed forces on “full alert,” declaring this is in.response to
repeated Iraqi attacks on oil and other facilities near the border between the two
countries.

8 April 1980— Khomeini broadcasts a speech in which he calls on the Iraqi people to
“wake up and topple this corrupt regime in your Islamic country before it is too late.” An

" This chronology was prepared by Devin Kennington, Joyce Battle and Malcolm Byme. Kari Mirkin and
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article in 7he Washington Post observes that relations appear to be moving “closer to
open warfare.” The Post article cites intelligence estimates pointing out that Iran’s armed
forces are in a vulnerable position, and quotes an unnamed U.S. military analyst as
saying, “I’d put my bet on the Iraqis now. Iran is totally shattered.”

17 April 1980- In the last of a series of steps designed to block most transactions with
Iran since the U.S. embassy seizure in November 1979, President Carter prohibits all
financial transactions, imports from and travel to and from Iran. He also impounds all
military materiel previously under order from Tehran.

25 April 1980- A covert U.S. attempt to rescue hostages in Tehran ends in flames in
Tabas, Iran. Some Iranians fear the real purpose of the operation was to overthrow the
Islamic regime. Carter Administration officials immediately begin planning a second
rescue operation but never carry it out. '

Summer 1980- Saddam Hussein orders the execution of Al-Dawa leader Ayatollah
Sayyid Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr.

4 September 1980- Using long-range artillery fire Iran begins shelling Iraqi border
towns. Iraq considers this the beginning of the war.

17 September 1980- Iraq abrogates the 1975 Algiers Accord signed with Iran.

22 September 1980- The Iraqi military launches a two-pronged attack against Iran. A
10,000-man force from Basra invades southern Iran with the goal of laying siege to the
Iranian air base at Dezful. Iraq also sends formations of MiG-23s and MiG-21s to attack
other Iranian air bases with the goal of preventing an Iranian counter-attack. These
attacks largely fail, however, and within hours Iranian F-4 Phantom jets take off from the
same bases and proceed to bomb strategic targets within Iraq.

Farther north, a second front is launched from Baghdad straight into the central
provinces of Iran by an Iraqi mechanized mountain infantry division. This movement is
designed to put immediate pressure on Tehran. Irag’s initial attack succeeds in capturing
several hundred square kilometers of Iranian territory, destroying the oil refinery at
Abadan, and laying siege to the Iranian city of Mehran.

22 September 1980- The Overseas and Defense Committee of the British cabinet
discusses how to enter “Iraq’s lucrative arms market.”

23 September 1980- Iran responds to the Iragi invasion by bombing military and
economic targets in Iraq.

30 September 1980- Iranian F-4 Phantom jets reportedly bomb the Osirak (Tammuz)
nuclear reactor while on a raid targeting a conventional electric power plant near
Baghdad. The attack causes minimal damage to the reactor dome, which is still under
construction at this time. Iran denies bombing the site.




30 September 1980- During discussions with Italy's foreign minister, Secretary of State
Edmund Muskie remarks that the best channel for communications to Iraq, aside from
Muslim countries, could be Italy. He indicates that, although the U.S. can re ach Iraq, it
has to be careful because of the hostages and "Iran's accusation that we favor Iraq.”

30 September 1980- During discussions with Italy's foreign minister, Secretary of State
Muskie reports that the Soviets turned down an Iraqi request for additional military
supplies: "no air or sea response to Iraq's needs has yet been forthcoming.”

Late-September 1980- Iranian armed forces begin shelling the Kurdish stronghold of
Mahabad killing an estimated 325 Kurdish civilians.

Mid-October 1980- Some Iraqgi troops advance towards the strategic oil fields of Abadan
while others move towards Ahvaz, the provincial capital and site of a crucial Iranian air
base. Backed by long-range artillery fire the Iraqis advance almost eighty kilometers
during the first few days of the attack. In the battle for Dezful, an Iranian general
requests air support leading President Bani Sadr to release many Iranian pilots still loyal
to the Shah from jail. They come to the aid of Iranian ground forces largely curtailing
any further Iragi advances into Iranian territory.

3 November 1980- Iraqi forces finally reach the city of Abadan but once there are beaten
back by a small Pasdaran unit. Iraqgi troops then surround the city on three sides but are
still unable to overcome local resistance.

7 November 1980- Iranian commando units attack Iraqi oil export terminals at Mina al-
Bakr and al-Faw.

10 November 1980- Irag captures Khorramshahr but loses over 6,000 troops while
Iranian casualties are even higher. Soon after their costly victory, Iraqi troops begin to
dig in and slow their advance into Iranian territory.

2 December 1980- Saddam Hussein accuses the U.S. of supporting “Iran’s ‘aggression’
against Iraq.”

26 December 1980- Saddam Hussein says that the Iraqi front-line will be the new
military border between the two countries until the war is over. Hussein also rules out a
withdrawal until Iran accepts full Iragi control of the Shatt al-Arab waterway as well as
self-rule by the ethnic Arab population in Southwestern Iran.

1981

3 January 1981- Members of the Iranian Majlis accuse President Bani Sadr of
inefficiently directing the Iranian war effort and allowing Iran’s main oil centers to be
crushed by Iraqi forces. Parliament members claim that between 20-30 Iranians are being
killed each day in the southern province of Khuzestan by Iraq’s around-the-clock shelling
of the region.



4 January 1981- Iran alleges that it has destroyed 500 Iraqgi oil centers, military bases,
airports and other strategic targets since the war began. The country also claims to have
“ruined Iraq’s oil industry.”

5 January 1981- Iranian President Bani Sadr announces that he has ordered his country
to begin a counter offensive against Iraq using both Basji volunteers (The People’s
Army) and regular armed forces.

6 January 1981- The war intensifies with Iran claiming they have killed around 550
Iragis and captured another 1,700 in two battles. Iraq, however, charges that Iranians are
retreating, leaving behind 381 dead Iranian solders, “a large number of weapons,
equipment and tanks, destroyed and in good condition, as well as prisoners.”

10 January 1981- Tehran accuses Iraq of using napalm and chemical bombs against the
city of Ahyaz in Southern Iran.

10 January 1981- Iraq declares they have crushed a major Iranian offensive in five days
of fighting along the southern front, killing 450 Iranians, shooting down three Iranian
fighter-bombers, and capturing over 50 of Iran’s U.S.-made M-60 Tanks. This was
claimed to have been the largest tank battle in the Middle East since the 1973 War.

16 January 1981~ United Nations Special Envoy Olof Palme, a former Swedish prime
minister, visits both Tehran and Baghdad in an attempt to bring the conflict to a peaceful
conclusion.

18 January 1981- Saddam Hussein alleges that Iran has been getting American arms and
spare parts from private markets despite the U.S. embargo. Meanwhile, U.N. Special
Envoy Olof Palme warns of potential superpower involvement in what has been, up until
this point, a strictly regional conflict.

20 January 1981~ After 444 days, the last 52 American hostages depart Iran, on the same
day that Ronald Reagan becomes the 40™ U.S. president.

26 January 1981- The Kurdish guerilla group Pesh Merga, based in Northwest Iran,
reportedly begins attacks on Iranian forces using Soviet-made Kalashnikovs and U.S.
designed M16 rifles. Iraq claims they have no role in coordinating the Iranian-based
Kurdish resistance.

1 February 1981- A Lebanese newspaper reports that Iraq has received 60 Mirage F1
fighter jets from France despite France’s professed neutrality in the Iran-Iraq conflict.
This is to be the first of four French shipments of the jet to Iraqi forces.

3 February 1981~ A senior member of Iraq’s Revolutionary Command Council claims
the Soviet Union has ceased weapon deliveries to Iraq.
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3 February 1981- Iran reports that it has killed over 200 Kurdish insurgents at a battle
near the city of Mahabad. Meanwhile, Iran’s Chief of Staff, Valiollah Fallahi, says that
the Iranian counter offensive against Iraq forces initiated in early January 1981 has so far
pushed the Iraqi forces back 20 miles.

4 February 1981- Citing unnamed London-based diplomatic sources, The New York
Times reports that around 100 Soviet-made T-54 and T-55 tanks shipped from Eastern
Europe have been unloaded at Saudi ports with the intention of being shipped to Iraq.
This comes amid complaints by Iran that Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and the
UAE are financing the Iraqi war effort.

5 February 1981- Britain rejects requests from both Iraq and Iran for British military
equipment.

9 February 1981- Both Iran and Iraq agree to a visit by Islamic leaders looking to forge
an Islamic peace initiative to end the Iran-Iraq war.

11 February 1981- The Iranian delegation walks out of the conference of the non-
aligned movement as Iraqi Foreign Minister Saadoun Hammadi offers Iran a cease-fire
saying that Iraq is ready to end the 5-month-old conflict. Iran had previously been asking
the non-aligned movement to call for the expulsion of Iraq.

17 February 1981- Olof Palme sets out on his third trip to Iran and Iraq carrying specific
proposals for a cease-fire and a negotiated settlement of the war.

22 February 1981- Palme leaves Iran after his attempts at providing a peaceful
settlement to the conflict fail. Iranian leaders insist that there will be no cease-fire while
Iraqi troops are on Iranian soil.

26 February 1981- Iraq resumes pumping oil through its 550-mile pipeline that runs
from Kirkuk, through Syria, to the Mediterranean. Iraqi oil has been cut off twice since
the war began in September 1980.

28 February 1981- A high-level Islamic peace mission arrives in Tehran in an attempt to
end the conflict. Iran, however, will not negotiate an end to the war until Iraqi troops
withdraw from Iranian territory.

4 March 1981- The Islamic peace mission presents a detailed proposal for a cease-fire
calling for the disengagement of the opposing troops, the deployment of a joint Islamic
military force, and, finally, negotiations. However, the plan is immediately rejected in
both Baghdad and Tehran.

4 March 1981- The Italian government authorizes the export to Iraq of 11 naval vessels
and a floating dock worth more than $1.8 billion.



7 March 1981- Iran’s Supreme Defense Council officially rejects the proposals for a .
cease-fire and negotiated settlement with Iraq. Baghdad responds by immediately

stepping up military action against Iran. Iraqi planes begin bombing the town of Ilam

killing four people and wounding 70. There are also reports that the Soviet made Frog-7
surface-to-surface missile hit an oil refinery in the province of Khuzestan.

12 March 1981- Representatives of the Islamic mission that had tried to bring an end to
the conflict say that it has failed.

14 March 1981-Cuba’s foreign minister, Isidoro Malmierca Peoli, arrives in Beirut
leading an attempt by the non-aligned bloc to bring an end to the Iran-Iraq war.

16 March 1981- TZe Wall Street Journal reports that Iraq is threatening to exploit
political rifts within Iran between the country’s fundamentalist clergy and moderate
President Bani Sadr in an attempt to “dismember” the Iranian government. In a speech
given the previous night, Saddam Hussein warned that unless Iran agrees to a cease-fire,
Iraq will provide assistance to dissident Iranians.

18 March 1981- Senator Alan Cranston (D-CA) tells The Christian Science Monitor that
Iraq “is making an all out effort to acquire the ability to make nuclear weapons.”

19 March 1981- A massive artillery battle breaks out close to Qasr-I-Shirin, northwest of

Gilan in Iran. Iranian forces claim they have recaptured the highest points from the

enemy, while Iraq alleges that 124 Iranians and 17 Iraqis were killed in the last 24 hours '
of fighting.

23 March 1981- The speaker of Iran’s parliament, Ali Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani, says
that his country will not accept a cease-fire until the government of Saddam Hussein is
overthrown.

26 March 1981- The Iranian military claims that it has taken an observation post at
Koukalan two and a half miles inside Iraqi territory. 7he New York Times also reports
that there are signs that ethnic minorities inside Iran are close to an open rebellion.

27 March 1981- The Islamic peace movement begins its second attempt to negotiate a
peaceful resolution to the Iran-Iraq conflict.

31 March 1981- A State Department cable reports that President Anwar Sadat confirms
that Egypt has supplied military equipment to Iraq, after being asked to do so by a "third

paIty.“

4-5 April 1981- Iran’s dominant Islamic Republican Party says that it can only hold talks
with an Iragi government “based on the will of the Iraqi people, ‘not the present
treacherous rulers of Baghdad.”” Iranian jet fighters also bombed four air bases deep
inside Iraqi territory destroying a number of Tupolev bombers.




4 April 1981- In preparation for Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Morris Draper's visit
to Baghdad the following week, William Eagleton (head of the U.S. Interests Section in
Iraq) states that "we now have a greater convergence of interests with Iraq than at any
time since the revolution of 1958 . . . on Iran our views largely converge." In public
comments, Draper says that he sees no likelihood the two countries will reestablish
relations in the near future.

8 April 1981- In a message to Iraqi Foreign Minister Saadoun Hammadi, delivered by
Morris Draper in Baghdad, Secretary of State Alexander Haig declares that the U.S.
considers Iraq an important country with influence in the region, and indicates that he
hopes to meet with Hammadi personally soon. On April 12, Draper meets with senior
Iragi Foreign Ministry officials, and then with Hammadi in Baghdad.

19 April 1981- Tariq Aziz, a leading member of Iraq’s Revolutionary Command
Council, says in a U.S. newspaper report that his government favors high-level contacts
between the United States and Iraq though he is “not very optimistic” that the Reagan
administration will carry out the necessary changes in its Middle East policy to make this
possible. Aziz also says that there would have been a major crisis in Soviet-Iraqi
relations had Iraq not been able to locate from other countries the arms and spare parts
denied to them by the Soviet Union.

19 April 1981- Iranian government officials reportedly acknowledge that $56 million
sent recently to France to buy arms has been stolen by Iranian representatives in Paris.

21 April 1981- Kuwait grants an interest-free loan of $2 billion to Baghdad to help
reconstruct areas destroyed in the war with Iran. Some estimates claim that Iraq has
received between $6 billion and $7 billion in loans from Arab countries since the war
began last September.

27 April 1981- French nuclear physicists and technicians arrive in Iraq to work on a
nuclear reactor near Baghdad. They had been driven from the country after an Iranian
air-attack on the reactor on 30 September the previous year.

May 1981- Iraq reportedly purchases 100 tons of yellow cake from Niger.

4 May 1981- Libya reportedly begins shipping military supplies to Iran, and also offers
to train Iranian tank crews.

4 May 1981- Iran says that Iraqi shelling of the oil refinery at Abadan in southwestern
Iran has resulted in the death of 22 Iranian citizens. Iraq claims this shelling was in
response to Iranian shelling of the oil terminal at Faw on the Iraqi side of the Shatt al-
Arab waterway.

5 May 1981- The Washington Post reports that the Soviet Union is indirectly supplying
arms to Iraq through its allies in Eastern Europe. The Soviets have also helped to repair a
Soviet-built Iraqi power plant recently damaged by Iranian warplanes.




29 May 1981- Iraq reports capturing the town of Dehloran in southwest Iran, killing 96
Iranian soldiers. Iran promptly denies the report.

7 June 1981- The Iraqi military amasses 60,000 troops and 1,000 tanks on the outskirts
of the oil-rich Iranian city of Abadan, a city that both Iran and Iraq regard as the key to
control of the Shatt al-Arab waterway. An Iraqi offensive is expected to come within
days.

7 June 1981- Israeli fighter pilots bomb and destroy the French-built Osirak nuclear
facility 12 miles southeast of Baghdad. Iraq says its nuclear technology has not been
seriously damaged and vows to continue building its nuclear arsenal. Though the Soviets
charge the United States as an accomplice in the act, the U.S. administration immediately
moves to suspend the sale of fighter-bombers to Israel.

10 June 1981- The Wall Street Journal reports that at least half a dozen large American
firms have either resumed exports to Iran or are considering doing so despite the U.S.
embargoes in place since spring 1980.

11 June 1981- Iranian President Bani Sadr is dismissed as chief of Iranian armed forces.
Later in the month he flees the country for France.

16 June 1981- Seventeen wounded Iraqgis held by Tehran are exchanged for twenty-five
Iranian prisoners of war in Iraq under Red Cross supervision at the airport in Larnaca,
Cyprus. This is the first prisoner-of-war exchange since the conflict broke out nine
months ago.

17 June 1981- Libyan leader Col. Muammar al-Qaddafi announces that he will soon visit
both Tehran and Baghdad in an attempt to bring an end to conflict. Until this point, Libya
has been supporting Iran in the war against Iraq.

21 June 1981- Olof Palme embarks on his fourth trip to Tehran in order to convince the
Iranian government to come to the negotiating table with Iraq. After visiting the
leadership in Tehran, Palme will fly to Iraq to begin negotiations with President Hussein.

24 June 1981- Britain signs a trade-pact with Baghdad in the hope of bringing business
between the two countries to more than $2 billion annually.

July 1981- Iran rejects an Iraqi call for cease-fire during the holy month of Ramadan.

2 July 1981- A bomb attack in Tehran kills 72 members of Iran’s parliament. Supreme
leader Ayatollah Khomeini describes the attack as “an American movement against
Islam.” U.S. officials deny any involvement with the blast.

9 July 1981- A Kuwaiti delegation visits Moscow to look at Soviet military equipment.
Kuwait backs Iraq in the conflict.




16 July 1981- Saudi Arabia offers to finance the reconstruction of the French-built Iraqi
nuclear reactor destroyed by Israeli armed forces in the 7 June attacks.

6 August 1981- A delegation including members from Cuba, India, Zambia and the
Palestine Liberation Organization arrive today in Tehran seeking to bring an end to the
nearly year-long conflict with Iraq.

21 August 1981~ Deposed Iranian President Bani Sadr announces that, during his term as
President of the Islamic Republic, Israel sold his country spare U.S.-made military parts
including 250 tires for American made F4 Phantom jets. The transactions occurred while
Iran was holding a number of U.S. citizens hostage. Isracl immediately denies Bani
Sadr’s claim. '

26 August 1981- A total of 85 prisoners of war are exchanged between Iran and Iraq at
the airport in Larnaca, Cyprus. This is the second prisoner exchange of the war.

3 September 1981- Iraq reports that its troops in Iran have driven back an Iranian
offensive killing more than 5,000 Iranians in just three days of battle.

15 September -5 October 1981- During this period, the Reagan administration considers
having the CIA undertake an arms trade with Iraq. The United States would offer 24
175-mm guns to Baghdad in return for a Soviet T-72 tank. A congressional investigation
later reports that the idea is dropped in January 1982. (In September 1988, Saddam
Hussein says that Iraq refused to provide the tank because of its commitment to the
Soviet Union.)

27 September 1981- Iran claims that its forces have driven the Iraqi military from the
oil-rich city of Abadan, killing over 600 and capturing 1,500 Iraqi troops.

1 October 1981- Kuwait accuses Iran of carrying out three air attacks on Kuwaiti oil
instillations. Iran denies the charge.

2 October 1981- Iranian fighter planes bomb four Iraqi hydroelectric power stations in
response to Iraqi air and ground attacks on “civilian” targets near Abadan.

16 October 1981- The New York Times reports that the Iranian government has executed
over 1,800 Iranians since June. This brings the total to 3,350 killed since the Shah was
deposed in January 1979.

9 November 1981- Jordan’s King Hussein says that Iraq helped his country pay for a
$200 million surface-to-air missile system bought from the Soviet Union.

10 November 1981-Iran rejects an Iraqi call for a cease-fire during the holy month of
Moharram. The Speaker of Iran’s Parliament, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, says that
the Iraqi plea is a sign of the weakness of Iraq’s military.




29 November 1981- The Iranian military launches an attack on Iraqi forces in Khuzestan. .
Iran claims to have captured 1,300 Iraqi troops and killed 1,000 while regaining control
of the border region. Iraq concedes that its troops have lost some positions.

10 December 1981- The Lebanese press reports that the Soviet Union has resumed
delivery of heavy arms to Iraq including the transfer of tanks and MIG-25 warplanes.
The Soviet Union had discontinued military support to Iraq after the war broke out in
September 1980.

12 December 1981~ The Reagan Administration rejects an Iranian request to buy spare
parts for its fleet of F-14 fighter planes.

15 December 1981- Saddam Hussein says that his country is ready to end the war with
Iran if Tehran agrees to recognize Iraq’s borders. Iran rejects Hussein’s plea.

21 December 1981- Kuwait and the U.A.E. agree to loan Iraq another $2 billion to aid in
the war against Iran. This brings the total of loans extended to Baghdad by the Gulf
Emirates to $16 billion.

29 December 1981- Syria decides to initiate talks with Tehran in an attempt to end the
Iran-Iraq war and instead focus Muslim energies on the struggle against Israel.

1982

6 January 1982- Iraqi Kurds join with dissident Ba’athists, breakaway Iragi military
leaders, and Iraqi Shiites, in an attempt to overthrow the Iraqi leadership. The coalition is
supported financially by Iran and Syria.

16 January 1982- The Washington Post reports that the Iranian military is turning the
tide of the war and winning the battle against Iraq.

22 January 1982- Italian government officials agree to an Iranian plan to swap Italian
technology for Iranian oil.

26 January 1982- Both Iran and Iraq agree to reciprocal visits by families of military
prisoners seized by both sides.

29 January 1982- Jordan’s King Hussein announces that he will send a contingent of
Jordanian troops to Iraq to help in the war against Iran. It is reported that thousands of
young Jordanians are eager to volunteer.

6 February 1982- U.S. Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger sets off on a tour of
three Arab countries in which he will discuss the possibility of U.S. aid to help the six
nations in the Gulf Cooperation Council build an arms industry. Weinberger will also .
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discuss sending American F-14s and U.S.-made anti-aircraft weapons to Jordan though
he denies Jordanian requests for the U.S. to outwardly back Iraq in the war with Iran.

24 February 1982- The Wall Street Journal reports that “trade between the Soviets and
the Iranians is growing,” and that the Soviets have dramatically increased their presence
in fran. The New York Times confirms the report writing that Soviet-Iranian relations are
‘“’Friendly’ and ‘Profitable.””

27 February 1982- The U.S. State Department removes Iraq from the 11st of countries
that sponsor terrorism.

March 1982- The State and Commerce Departments remove Iraq from the U.S.
government's list of countries supporting international terrorism, without consulting
Congress. Subsequently, Commerce is authorized to disallow exports to Iraq for only two
reasons: risk of diversion to the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, or the People's Repubhc
of China; or risk of use for nuclear weapons development.

1 March 1982- Olof Palme says that he has failed for a fifth time to convince Iran and
Iraq to call a cease-fire to their now 17-month war.

5 March 1982- It is reported in The Wall Street Journal that Iraq has recently expressed
interest in buying a range of military hardware from the U.S. and Britain. The U.S.
Administration reportedly rejects Iraq’s requests.

8 March 1982- The New York Times reports that Iran is receiving military equipment
from Israel, North Korea, Syria, Libya, the Soviet Union, and several countries in
Western Europe. $100 to $200 million in arms, spare parts and ammunition have
reportedly been shipped to Tehran since the war with Iraq began.

16 March 1982- Taha Yassin Ramadan, first deputy prime minister and member of
Iraq’s Revolutionary Command Council, says that Iraq is prepared to withdraw from
Iranian territory and is ready to accept a cease-fire agreement with Iran.

19 March 1982- President Saddam Hussein sends a special envoy to the nine-member
Islamic mediation mission with written proposals for cease-fire and Iragi withdrawal
from Iranian territory.

" 19 March 1982- Though France had agreed to help rebuild the Iraqi nuclear reactor
destroyed by Israeli warplanes in June 1981, French Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson
begins to ask the Iraqi leadership to include other nations in the Iraqi nuclear project.

23 March 1982- Iran claims that its military has broken through Iraqi lines and taken

back a huge area of territory from Iraqi occupation. Though Iraq acknowledges the battle,
they claim that Iraqi forces have been successful in repelling the attack.
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24 March 1982- Iranian forces launch a massive attack against Iraqi held territory led by
an Iranian armored division just transferred in from the Eastern front on the border with
Pakistan. Iran claims to have taken 2,000 Iraqi prisoners-of-war and killed or wounded
10,000 members of the Iraqi armed forces.

25 March 1982- The Iraqi leadership asks the U.S. administration to block the transfer of
U.S.-made weapons from Israel to Iran. A State Department spokesman says that
although some U.S. weapons may be getting through from Israel to Iran, these weapons
would not be subject to U.S. export controls.

26 March 1982- Iraq claims that it has killed over 4,000 Iranians in a new Iragi offensive
in southwestern Iran while an Iranian spokesperson says that Iran has re-captured
territory in the same region.

28 March 1982- Iranian armed forces claim that they have killed 8,000 Iragis, wounded
12,000, and taken more than 14,000 prisoners in the last eight days of combat.

29 March 1982- Saddam Hussein proposes an Iraqi troop withdrawal to pre-war borders.
Iranian leaders respond by saying that they will only consider negotiations with Iraq once
the government of Saddam Hussein is overthrown.

30 March 1982- Saddam Hussein confirms that his country’s forces have been forced to
retreat from previously held territory in Southern Iran.

1 April 1982- Saudi Arabian Interior Minister Prince Nayef announces that Iran’s
ultimate goal is to control the Arab countries of the region by using Shi-ite minorities as
“revolutionary spearheads.” The oil-rich Arab countries worry that the recent success in
the Iranian offensive will soon threaten their ability to maintain hold of their respective
countries.

2 April 1982- According to press report, the deputy commander of Iran’s armed forces
says that the “end of the war with Iraq is very near,” unless Iraq brings in outside help to
support its army.

12 April 1982- Saddam Hussein announces that he is ready to withdraw troops from Iran
provided there will be guarantees that this move will end the war and that Iran will
respect Baghdad’s border claims.

13 April 1982- The Washington Post reports that Iran, convinced of ultimate victory in
the Iran-Iraq war, has begun seeking to expand its influence with the West and pro-
western countries of the Middle East. Over the previous winter, Iran dispatched more
than 25 missions to Western Europe and has also recently moved to improve ties with
Pakistan and Turkey.
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14 April 1982- The Reagan administration permits Iraq to purchase six to twelve U.S.-
made L100 transport planes. Iraq states that these planes will only be used for civilian
transport rather than military purposes.

26 April 1982- The U.S. purchases $53.1 million worth of crude oil from Iran in the first
American purchase of Iranian oil since the country took American diplomats hostage in
November 1979.

30 April 1982- Iran launches a new offensive against Iraq aimed at finally driving the
Iraqis out of Iranian territory.

5 May 1982- Iranian helicopters raid an Iraqi town for the first time in the war.
8 May 1982- Iran announces that its offensive has reached the pre-war Iraqi border.

10-24 May 1982- Iranian forces advance to the port city of Khorramshahr held by Iraq.
Iraq then attempts to attack the Iranian forces near the city but the Iraqi military is forced
to retreat. Finally, on 24 May, Iran reports that it has captured the oil-rich city of
Khorramshahr.

May 24, 1982- Israeli media report that the U.S. is encouraging Egypt to supply Soviet
arms to Iraq and that American weapons are being supplied to Egypt for shipment to Iraq,
with the goal of establishing a pro-U.S. Arab front comprising Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan, and Iraq. Menachem Begin and Yitzhak Shamir are reported to have decided to
launch an "all-out diplomatic campaign against the delivery of American weapons to
Jordan and Iraqg."

25 May 1982- Officials in the Reagan administration announce that Iran’s defeat of Iraq
would create a potentially dangerous situation for Western interests.

28 May 1982- Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon announces that the United States
was aware of his country’s sale of American-made weapons to Iran. U.S. officials deny
Sharon’s claim.

June 1982- President Reagan reportedly issues a National Security Decision Directive
(NSDD) on Irag. According to a court affidavit by former NSC staff member Howard
Teicher, “Reagan decided that the United States would do whatever was necessary and
legal to prevent Iraq from losing the war with Iran.” Teicher also claims that “CIA
director [William] Casey personally spearheaded the effort to ensure that Iraq had
sufficient military weapons, ammunition and vehicles, to avoid losing the Iran/Iraq war.”
Teicher also asserts that, beginning this month, Casey and Deputy Director Robert Gates
“approved of, and assisted in the sale of non-U.S. origin military weapons, ammunition
and vehicles to Iraq.” '

June 1982- The Soviet Union resumes arms shipments to Iraq, which had been
suspended since the beginning of the Iran-Iraq war.
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4 June 1982- Tariq Aziz arrives in Moscow seeking Soviet political and military
assistance but Soviet officials refuse to meet with him.

10 June 1982- Iraq’s Revolutionary Command Council issues a statement announcing
that the country is prepared to accept an unconditional cease-fire and withdraw its troops
from Iranian territory. Iran rejects the proposal because Saddam Hussein did not sign his
name to the declaration.

22 June 1982- Saddam Hussein announces an Iraqi troop withdrawal to be completed in
ten days. Iranian Supreme leader Ayatollah Khomeini says that the war with Iraq will not
end even if Iraq withdraws its troops. The commander-in-chief of the Iranian army, Col.
Sayed Shirazi, says that Iran will continue its war with Iraq until Saddam Hussein is
overthrown.

28 June 1982- Saddam Hussein dismisses all the members of Iraq’s Revolutionary
Command Council just one day before that country is scheduled to withdraw all troops
from Iranian territory.

29 June 1982- Iraq reports that all of its troops have left Iranian territory.

July 1982- Iraq uses tear gas and skin irritants against Iranian forces "quite effectively,”
according to a State Department report.

14 July 1982- Iranian armed forces announce that they have opened a new offensive
against Iraqi territory and expect Iragi Shi-ites to take up arms for Iran. They are initially
reported to have moved ten miles into Iraq in the first day of combat.

31 July 1982- Iraq claims that its military has finally “crushed” the Iranian drive that
began earlier in the month.

20 September 1982- The U.S. Interests Section in Baghdad informs the Commerce
Department that Iraq's Agricultural Aviation Department is interested in purchasing 12
crop spraying aircraft, including helicopters and fixed-wing planes, and will want to buy
more later.

22 September 1982- On the second anniversary of the war, an Iraqi MIG-25 jet tries to
bomb the Iranian capital of Tehran.

2 October 1982- Iranian armed forces attack Iraqi units inside Iraq and claim to have re-
captured 90 square kilometers of territory including the strategic heights overlooking the
highway into Baghdad. Iraq, however, claims that it has beaten back the Iranian
offensive.

3 October 1982- Sudan announces that it will send troops to help Iraq in the war with
Iran.
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4 October 1982- U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz and Soviet Foreign Minister
Andrei Gromyko meet in New York to discuss, among other things, the Iran-Iraq war.
Both diplomats agree that the conflict should be concluded as soon as possible.

27 October 1982- Iran announces elections will be held in December to choose a
successor to leader Ayatollah Khomeini, 83, who is said to be in poor health.

2 November 1982- Iranian armed forces launch an offensive against Iraq’s strategic oil
port of Basra. Iran’s president, Ali Khamenei, says the Iranian military will proceed
towards Baghdad.

16 November 1982- Saddam Hussein charges that the United States and the Soviet
Union have done nothing to help end the conflict.

20 November 1982- Tariq Aziz claims that the United States is allowing American-
made weapons to be funneled to Iran. He also says that Soviet-made weapons are being
given to Iran through Syria and Libya.

10 December 1982- Iran elects an 83-member committee to choose Ayatollah
Khomeini’s successor after his death.

15 December 1982- Hughes Helicopter Inc., a Los Angeles based company, agrees to
sell 60 new commercial helicopters to Iraq for $25 million. Iraq promises the helicopters
will be used for civilian purposes only.

19 December 1982- U.S. officials discover that Iran has been trading oil for weapons
with North Korea. Reportedly, North Korea has supplied Iran with 40% of the
approximately $2 million worth of weapons used in the war with Iraq.

31 December 1982- The Senate drops an effort to amend legislation to prohibit all
exports of helicopters to Iran and Irag, and instead asks the State Department to tell Iraq
that the U.S. does not want recently purchased Hughes helicopters to be used for military

purposes.
1983

7 January 1983- The CIA's assistant general counsel concludes that there are no legal
prohibitions against the CIA's provision of arms to Iran, although there is a policy to
prevent violation of U.S. neutrality in regard to the Iran-Iraq war.

13 January 1983- According to a report, Western diplomats have discovered that China
has been supplying Chinese-made weapons to Iraq in return for Iraqi oil. Chinese
officials have also been allowing North Korean planes carrying weapons to Iran to stop
and refuel in China. Some western officials allege that Chinese planes have been
carrying North Korean weapons to Tehran independently. China has also signed a Sino-
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Iranian trade pact with Iran allowing $300 million in increased trade between the two .
countries. Many believe that this package includes Chinese military supplies and civilian
equipment that can be converted into military equipment.

8 February 1983- Iran launches an invasion of southeast Iraq in what many analysts call
the largest offensive since the war broke out in September 1980.

9 February 1983- Volkswagen Brazil signs a contract with Iraq promising to supply to
Baghdad 50,000 automobiles and spare parts in a deal worth $300 million.

14 February 1983- George Shultz meets with Saadoun Hammadi, who asks the U.S. to
limit Iran's arms supplies and to expand the U.S.-Iraqi trade relationship by means
including "encouraging financing from official and private sources.” In describing the
meeting, the State Department denies that U.S. policy toward the Iran-Iraq war has
changed. Regarding U.S. agricultural credit guarantees for Iraq, State declares that "we
attach no political significance to the promotion of U.S. agricultural exports to Iraq."

3 March 1983- Iraq claims that its Navy has destroyed a number of Iranian oil rigs and
five ships in the Persian Gulf.

5 March 1983- Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko meets with delegates from both
Iran and Iraq in a Soviet attempt to mediate the conflict.

14 March 1983- George Shultz is advised to instruct William Eagleton in Baghdad to .
meet with Iragi officials to discuss options for U.S. financial programs for Iraq. Assistant
Secretary of State Richard McCormack reports that Eximbank discourages inquiries from
U.S. exporters about Iraq because of Iraq's payment problems. He indicates that the
prohibition of Eximbank financing for any government harboring terrorists could affect
funding decisions, but there are no Foreign Assistance Act statutes specifically barring a
CCC program for Iraq. McCormack notes that "the Iraqis probably discount disclaimers
that the USG [U.S. government] cannot swing loans for Iraq through friends in the
private sector” and suggests that the USG "could offer to arrange consultations between
Iraqi government financial officials and U.S. government and private international
financial experts."”

22 March 1983- A Soviet-built Iraqi military helicopter crashes in the Dolomite
Mountains of Italy after being covertly flown to that country for installation of advanced
electronic equipment. The aircraft was expected to be flown back to Iraq afier its time in
Italy to be used in the war with Iran.

4 April 1983- Iraq offers to observe a one-day limited cease-fire with Iran in order to
clean up a 7,500 square mile oil spill. Iran rejects the offer.

12 April 1983- Iraq in a public statement warns of "new weapons ... [to] be used for the
first time in war ... not used in previous attacks because of humanitarian and ethical
. reasons ... that will destroy any moving creature."
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14 April 1983- Iraq claims that it has repelled the recent Iranian offensive killing 9,800
Iranian soldiers and giving up no territory.

17 April 1983- Saddam Hussein invites Ayatollah Khomeini to Baghdad for an Islamic
conference already underway on the Iran-Iraq war.

2 May 1983- Iran and Iraq exchange a total of 55 prisoners-of-war in Ankara, Turkey.
13 May 1983- Tariq Aziz visits Paris to ask France to trade arms for oil.

July-August 1983- Iraq reportedly uses lethal chemical agents against Iranian forces, and
subsequently against Kurdish insurgents.

6 July 1983- After Tariq Aziz's July 5 return from Cairo, the State Department reports
that Iraq apparently agreed to upgrade its relations with Egypt but not to restore full
diplomatic relations, noting that "Baghdad must insure that it has access to a continuing
supply of Egyptian munitions at a time when its financial resources are severely limited."

27 June 1983- France finally agrees to lend Iraq five of its Super Etendard fighter-
bombers capable of firing Exocet missiles. Iraq plans on using the planes to bomb oil
famhtles inside Iranian territory.

20 July 1983- Tariq Aziz says that large quantities of American-made weaponry are
pouring into Iran through “neutral countries.”

23 July 1983- Iran launches a new drive against Iragi forces in the mountains of
northeastern Iraq.

27 July 1983- Eight men are arrested in New Jersey in connection with a scheme to sell
$2 billion worth of sophisticated weaponry to Iran including attack helicopters, rocket-
propelled grenade launchers, tanks and rifles.

5 September 1983- The United Nations tells Iran to conform to international conventions
and stop recruiting child soldiers for the war with Iraq.

7 September 1983- Iraqi Foreign Ministry official Ismat Kittani meets with Under
Secretary of State Lawrence S. Eagleburger in the first of a series of “candid and
welcome contacts” between the U.S. and Iraq. During the meeting, Kittani asks the
United States to help end the conflict by exerting more pressure on the government of
Ayatollah Khomeini.

20 September 1983- Ayatollah Khomeini threatens to cut off oil supplies to the West by
closing the Persian Gulf if Western countries step up military aid to Iraq. He also vows
to restrict shipping in the Gulf if Arab states in the region continue to allow their ports to
be used by ships delivering weapons to Iraq.
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October 1983- A U.S. National Security Council (NSC) study reportedly concludes that
an Iraqgi defeat in the Iran-Iraq war would harm U.S. interests, and indicates that Iraq's
primary needs are for economic assistance and improved morale for its officers. In
response to the study, the Reagan administration encourages Persian Gulf states to
maintain or Increase their financial support for Iraq, and Increases its efforts to stop third-
couniry arms shipments to Iran.

1 October 1983- Under heavy international pressure, France reportedly has decided to
delay its shipment of five Super Etendard Jets to Iraq. But one month later, Iraq confirms
it has taken delivery of the aircraft.

7 October 1983- In response to his request, Lawrence Eagleburger is provided an
analysis of the implications of a shift from neutrality toward the Iran-Iraq war to a policy
of supporting Iraq. The analysis indicates that "the Iranian strategy of bringing about the
Iraqi regime's political collapse through military attrition coupled with financial
strangulation seems to be slowly having an effect.” It reports obstacles to providing
additional financial assistance to Iraq, assesses possible diplomatic and military measures
that might be adopted, and notes that a policy of strict neutrality has already been
modified, in favor of Iraq, adding "we assume that other actions not discussed here, such
as providing tactical intelligence, would continue as necessary."

8 October 1983- France begins delivery of five jets to Irag. Iraq says the jets will be put
into immediate use.

25 October 1983- Iran says that Iraqi troops have destroyed the Iraqi city of Penjwin in
the Kurdish mountain region of northern Iraq in an attempt to “begin a new propaganda
campaign against the Islamic republic” by blaming the destruction of the city on Iranian
forces.

31 October 1983- The U.N. Security Council calls on both Iran and Iraq to immediately
end all hostilities in the Persian Gulf region. Iraq accepts the Security Council mandate
while Iran immediately rejects it. '

1 November 1983- Jonathan Howe of the Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs reports that
the State Department has additional information confirming Iragi chemical weapons use,
and indicates that "we also know that Iraq has acquired a CW [chemical weapons]
production capability, primarily from Western firms, including possibly a U.S. foreign
subsidiary." The issue of Iraq's use of chemical weapons will be added to the agenda for
an upcoming NSC meeting, for which the State Department has prepared a discussion
paper outlining "a number of measures we might take to assist" that country.

23 November 1983- Iraq bombs and sinks a Greek cargo ship off the Iranian port of
Bushehr.
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12 December 1983- Members of al-Dawa bomb several sites in Kuwait, including the
U.S. and French embassies. Iraq retaliates against Iran for the suspected Iranian hand in
the attacks by launching surface-to-surface missiles into six Iranian cities, killing 24 and
wounding 283. Iran denies involvement in the bombings.

14 December 1983- A background cable prepared by William Eagleton for Donald
Rumsfeld's visit to Iraq indicates that "the USG ... would regard any major reversal of
Iraqg's fortunes as a strategic defeat for the West." The cable also indicates that a lifting of
restrictions on military items sent from third parties to Iraq could be discussed by
Rumsfeld and Iraqi representatives. Another background paper prepared for Rumsfeld’s
visit to the Middle East asks, “How can we begin to restore a productive relationship with
Iran while at the same time ensuring that the Irag/Iran war neither spreads nor produces a
clear winner.or loser?”

19-20 December 1983- Donald Rumsfeld arrives in Baghdad to meet with Saddam
Hussein and Tariq Aziz. Rumsfeld immediately informs the Iraqi leaders that the U.S. is
prepared to resume official diplomatic relations with Iraq. In his 90-minute long meeting
with Hussein, Rumsfeld discusses preventing “Iranian and Syrian expansion.” He also
assures the Iraqi leader that the U.S is trying to limit third-party weapons shipments to
Iran, and that the U.S. is looking into alternative routes for the export of Iraqgi oil.
According to a State Department cable, Saddam tells Rumsfeld that “Iraq is an
independent and non-aligned country and that it was incorrect and unbalanced to have
relations with the Soviet Union and not with the U.S.” He also notes that he is pleased to
open full relations with the U.S.

23 December 1983- Jordan agreés to give Iraq a $125 million credit in order to reaffirm
Jordanian support for the Iraqi government under Saddam Hussein.

1984

1 January 1984- An article in The Washington Post reports that the U.S. has informed its
Persian Gulf allies that an Iraqi loss to Iran in the Iran-Iraq War would be “contrary to
U.S. interests”, and has vowed to prevent U.S. weapons and spare parts from reaching
Iran.

7 Jannary 1984- Iran claims that it has killed 230 Kurdish rebels and captured 30
villages in a week-long offensive on the Iran-Iraq border.

10 January 1984- A source reports that Iraq's Revolutionary Command Council has

- approved a project to construct an oil pipeline for Iraq terminating at the port of Aqaba in
Jordan, promoted by Donald Rumsfeld during his meetings with Iraqi leaders in
December.

20 January 1984- Secretary of State Shultz declares Iran a sponsor of international
terrorism. According to the Tower Commission report, "Thereafier, the United States
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actively pressured its allies not to ship arms to Iran, both because of its sponsorship of ‘
international terrorism and its continuation of the war with Iraq."

30 January 1984- The State Department reviews export policy for Iran and Iraq. It says
that "we have discouraged some, but not all, exports of non-licensable militarily useful
equipment such as certain light helicopters and airplanes ... the aircraft export approvals
constitute precedent for ceasing to discourage any non-controlled exports to Iraq,
including those with military implications."

February 1984- George Shultz approves the export to Iraq of 2,000 heavy trucks valued
at $224 million. The State Department indicates that the sale will serve U.S. interests
while maintaining "a fig leaf of neutrality.” On March 2, when a minority staffer from the
House Foreign Affairs Committee asks whether the trucks are to be used for military
purposes, an official indicates that "I told her we presumed that this was Iraq's intention,
and had not asked."

12 February 1984- Iraq launches surface-to-surface missiles and air strikes against
Iranian civilians in the city of Dezful near the Iran-Iraq border, killing 5 and wounding
over 100. Iraq claims this is in response to earlier Iranian strikes against a number of Iraqi
population centers. Iran responds to the Iragi attacks by shelling at least three Iraqi cities.
This marks the first time in the conflict that both sides are intentionally striking at civilian
targets.

15 February 1984- According to court papers, Egypt's Ministry of Defense and IFAT .
Corp., Ltd. of Zug, Switzerland, sign a contract for a joint project by Egypt, Iraq, and

Argentina to develop the Condor 2/Badr 2000 missile. Consen S.A.M., based in Monaco,

begins recruiting engineers from European companies for the project.

16 February 1984- Iranian forces launch a major offensive drive against Iraqi border
fortifications bombing three Iraqi towns and shelling others along the border. Iraq claims
it has lost 17 while Iran insists that this drive has resulted in well over 1,200 Iraqi
casualties.

18 February 1984- Iran agrees to a United Nations plea for a group to inspect civilian
areas of the Persian Gulf damaged by the war but the country said that it would not
participate in U.N. sponsored negotiations. Nonetheless, both sides in the conflict agree
to end attacks on civilians.

21 February 1984- An Iraqi military spokesman says that Iraq could use chemical
weapons in the next Iranian offensive. He is quoted as saying that “"the invaders should
know that for every harmful insect there is an insecticide capable of annihilating it
whatever their number and Iraq possesses this annihilation insecticide."

23 February 1984- British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher announces that her country
may soon send warships to the Persian Gulf to help protect tankers carrying oil to the
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United States and Britain. Meanwhile, President Reagan says that “there’s no way we
could allow” Iran to close the Persian Gulf to U.S. shipping.

23 February 1984- While Iraq reports that its military has crushed a recent Iranian
offensive, Iran claims that its forces have moved through the Tigris-Euphrates valley.
Both sides, however, agree that a total of 7,300 soldiers from both sides have been killed

in recent fighting.

27 February 1984- Iraqi warplanes bomb a major Iranian oil terminal at Kharg Island
vowing to continue attacks on Iranian oil until Iran agrees to end the war. A spokesman
for the Iranian armed forces denies that Iraq has bombed the terminal alleging that the
Iraqi claims are “lies” aimed at boosting Iraqi troop moral.

1 March 1984~ Tehran Radio announces that United States military presence in the
Persian Gulfis “an act of aggression and blackmail” and that the five-mile safety zone
the U.S. has declared around four of its ships in the Gulf'is a violation of international
law and constitutes support for Iraq in the war.

1 March 1984- France agrees to lend Baghdad $500 million claiming that the loan will
be used to help Iraq pay French civilian contractors working in that country.

4 March 1984- The New York Times quotes General Fakhri, a senior Iraqi military
official, as saying that his country reserves the right to use chemical weapons against Iran
because “we will use all possible means to protect our country.” Iran has previously
charged that Irag has used nitrogen mustard gas against Iranian troops though Iraq has
denied those claims.

5 March 1984- U.S. officials publicly condemn Iraq for using chemical weapons.

8 March 1984- The United Nations decides to send a mission to Baghdad to investigate
claims that Iraq has used chemical weapons.

11 March 1984- A State Department Cable, citing an article in The Observer, says that
“the Iraqis now have as many as three 'poison gas' plants,” and it adds that "Iraq is now in
a position to use chemical weapons to devastating effect if extreme action against Iran is
required. It has already shown that it does not lack the will to do so."

13 March 1984- The U.N. team sent to investigate Iraqi use of chemical weapons arrives
in Baghdad today amid new accusations by Iran that Iraq is using mustard gas against
Iranian troops on Majnun Island north of the Iraqi city of Basra.

17 March 1984- A Belgian laboratory finds two types of chemical agents in samples
taken from Iranian patients wounded in the war with Irag—mustard gas and “yellow
rain” mycotoxins. The Soviet Union has recently been accused of using “yellow rain” in
Afghanistan, Laos, and Cambodia.
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22 March 1984- The Soviet Union agrees to finance and build a nuclear power plant in .
Iraq in what is believed to be the first Soviet nuclear reactor sold to the Third World. The

plant is to replace the French-built nuclear facility destroyed by Israeli warplanes on 9

June 1981.

26 March 1984- U.S. Special Envoy Donald Rumsfeld stops in Baghdad on a week-long
tour of the Middle East to meet with Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz. This is the
second meeting between the two high-ranking officials. According to Howard Teicher, a
former NSC staffer present at the meeting, Rumsfeld presents to Aziz an Israeli offer of
assistance to Iraq. Israel at this time, according to Teicher, had perceived Iran to be more
dangerous to its existence that Iraq because of Iran’s growing influence in Lebanon. Ata
meeting in Jerusalem earlier in the year, Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir had
asked Rumsfeld to present Israel’s offer of assistance to Iraq. Aziz, however, “refused to
even accept the Israeli’s letter to Hussein offering assistance because, Aziz told us, he
would be executed on the spot by Hussein if he did so.” In addition to the Israeli letter,
Rumsfeld also intends to repair U.S. relations with Iraq because, according to a State
Department cable, “bilateral relations were sharply set back by our March 5
condemnation of Iraq for CW use, despite our repeated warnings that this issue would
emerge sooner or later.” Finally, Rumsfeld discusses with Aziz the Reagan
administration’s hope that it can obtain Export-Import Bank credits for Iraq and the
Ababa pipeline.

28 March 1984- U.S. Federal Agents seize a shipment of more than $7 million worth of
replacement parts for M-60 Tanks being sold by E&F Marketing Inc. of Plymouth, MN
to Tehran.

29 March 1984- U.S. Intelligence officials discover that Iraq has been buying lab
equipment to produce chemical weapons from a West German company. However, West
German officials in Bonn claim that they believe that the laboratory parts sent to Iraq are
not being used to make chemical weapons, though they admit it is possible. Intelligence
also indicates that Iraq has five sites—each heavily fortified, and reportedly six stories
below ground level-- dedicated to the production of chemical weapons.

30 March 1984- A Greek cargo ship traversing the Persian Gulf is hit by an Iraqi missile.
Many in the U.S. believe that Iraq has begun bombing oil tankers in the Gulf in order to
draw the superpowers into the conflict. In other developments, the U.S. bans the export of
five chemicals to Irag—potassium fluoride, dimethyl-methylphosphionate,
methylphosphonyl, diflouride, phosphorous oxychloride and thioglycol.

5 April 1984- President Reagan signs NSDD 139, "Measures to Improve U.S. Posture
and Readiness to Respond to Developments in the Iran-Iraq War." It states that "measures
must be taken now to improve our immediate ability to deter an expansion of the conflict
in the Persian Gulf and, if necessary, defend U.S. interests." Its provisions include
instructions to the secretary of state to "prepare a plan of action designed to avert an Iragi
collapse."
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6 April 1984~ The Guardian reports that some British firms have recently sold Iraq some
ingredients to make mustard gas, as well as the nerve agent Sarin. The British firms were
reportedly under the impression that these chemicals would be used for the manufacture

of agricultural pesticides.

17 April 1984- Vice President George Bush presents the Reagan administration’s
proposal to ban chemical weapons worldwide to a U.N. Conference on Disarmament.
The Soviets immediately reject the plan.

3 May 1984- Former President Richard Nixon writes to Romanian President Nicolae
Ceausescu to express pleasure that Romania's Ministry of Light Industries is working
with former Nixon administration officials John Mitchell and John V. Brennan on a
project to produce military uniforms for raq.

9 May 1984- A State Department memorandum indicates that a policy review favors
export of some dual-use items to Iragi nuclear entities, and that end-use assurances
should not be pursued, since "the Iraqi Government is not disposed to give meaningful
assurances."

14 May 1984- A Kuwaiti oil tanker carrying over 80,000 tons of crude oil to Britain is
attacked traversing the Persian Gulf by two Iranian jets. This attack inaugurates a new
stage in the war which will become known as “The Tanker War” characterized by attacks
on Persian Gulf shipping by both Iran and Iraq.

16 May 1984- The United States offers to provide Arab countries on the Gulf with air
cover to guard oil tankers leaving gulf ports. No Arab country immediately takes up the
U.S. offer though Iranian planes reportedly hit a Saudi tanker- the fifth in three weeks.

20 May 1984- A ship registered in Panama becomes the first commercial carrier sunk in
the Persian Gulf after an Iraqi air attack.

21 May 1984- Officials from the State Department blame Iran for the continuation of the
war.

23 May 1984- Syrian Vice President Abdul Halim Khaddam and Foreign Minister
Farouk Charaa are dispatched to Tehran in an attempt to mediate the conflict. Iranian and
Iragi attacks on commercial oil tankers in the Persian Gulf continue with eight ships
destroyed off the Iranian port of Kharg Island.

29 May 1984- Four hundred American-made Stinger anti-aircraft missiles are exported to
Saudi Arabia to help the Gulf state defend itself against Iranian air attacks. Iran responds
by promising to “resist and fight” any form of U.S. military intervention in the Persian
Gulf. In other developments, the U.S. will back a U.N. sponsored resolution condemning
Iran for its attacks on Gulf shipping. The resolution does not censure Iraq which has
been carrying out similar attacks.
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5 June 1984- U.S. Navy warships begin escorting oil tankers through the Persian Gulf.
This threatens to raise U.S. involvement in the war because any attack on a tanker
escorted by a U.S. warship will provoke U.S. retaliation.

6 June 1984~ Saudi Arabia shoots down two Iranian fighter jets over the Persian Gulf
using American-made Stinger missiles.

5-7 June 1984- An Iranian delegation led by Sayyid Mohammad Sadr visits Moscow to
meet with Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko. The trip is intended to improve
relations between the two countries and avert American intervention in the Persian Gulf.

7 June 1984- Iraq reportedly receives two new types of Soviet air-to-surface missiles
from Moscow designed to be fired from Iraq’s Tu-16 and Tu-22 bombers. Iraq says these
missiles will be used to hit the Iranian oil export terminal at Kharg Island. '

15 June 1984- United Nations Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar brokers an
agreement between Iran and Iraq in which both sides agree to halt attacks on civilian
targets.

27 June 1984- The Reagan administration agrees to send $75 million worth of air-
defense equipment to Kuwait even though the Gulf emirate says it is also going to the
Soviets for aid.

9 July 1984- Kuwait signs a $327 million arms deal with the Soviet Union.

August 1984- According to Washington Post reporter Bob Woodward in a December 15,
1986, article, “the CIA stepped up the initiative with Iraq by establishing a direct, top-
secret Washington-Baghdad link to provide the Iragis with better and timelier satellite
information. One source with firsthand knowledge said the Iragis receive the information
from satellite photos-‘several hours’ after a bombing raid in order to assess damage and
plan the next attack. This source said the intelligence information is "vital" to Iraq's .
conduct of the war.”

6 August 1984- Mohsen Rafiq Dust, the Iranian Minister for Revolutionary Guards,
vows that Iran will no longer attack oil carrying tankers in the Persian Gulf. The
announcement comes after an escalation in the tanker war that saw ships from Greece,
Switzerland, Japan, Britain and others downed by both Iranian and Iraqi air-assault.

8 August 1984- Citing unnamed government officials, 7he Washington Post reports that
over the past year the Commerce Department has consented to the sale of over $27
million worth of U.S.-made equipment to Iran. While this equipment is described by the
U.S. officials as “non-military” in purpose, the Post reports that it can easily be converted
to military use.
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8 August 1984- Amid allegations that West German laboratory equipment has been used
by Iraq to manufacture chemical and biological weapons, Bonn agrees to restrict the sale
of chemical manufacturing equipment to Baghdad.

19 August 1984~ Britain agrees to send to the Iranian Navy two 2,500-ton unarmed ships
described by the British as “hospital ships designed for disaster relief.” The British
government announces that they have received assurances by Tehran that these ships will
not be used in the war against Iraq. In other developments, France agrees to a new oil
deal with Baghdad totaling a reported 40,000 barrels a day from Iraq to France. Paris has
also agreed to refinance $1.4 billion worth of Iraqi debts.

28 August 1984- A Senate Foreign Relations Committee report says that the military
balance in the Iran-Iraq war is now “tilting towards Iraq.” It also says that “several key
Iranian leaders appear to be reaching the conclusion that the costs of continuing military
efforts are becoming too great.” The report attributes Iraqi success to the fact that both
the United States and Soviet Union have “tilted” towards Baghdad.

10 September 1984- A group of self-described Iranian monarchists hijack an Iranian
airliner and are given asylum in Baghdad after they release the 188 hostages aboard the
plane, most of whom are Iranian citizens. The Iraq government says the former hostages,
as well as the hostage takers, are free to stay in Iraq or retum to Iran.

22 September 1984-The war enters its fifth year with an Iraqi air attack on an Iranian
petro-chemical plant located at the head of the Persian Gulf.

27 September 1984- Shintaro Abe, the Japanese foreign minister, presents a cease-fire
proposal to U.N. General Assembly designed to bring an end to the Iran-Iraq war.
Japanese civilians are currently working to build a petrochemical plant in southern Iran.

8 October 1984- Iraq breaks a three-week cease-fire in the “Tanker War ” with an attack
on a ship departing from Iran’s Kharg Island killing six including two British officers.

10 October 1984- Tariq Aziz complains to a major U.S. newspaper that “almost all
Western European countries are skirting U.S. efforts to dry up (military) supplies” sent to
the government of Iran. Aziz says that the supply of Western arms is prolonging his
country’s war with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

12 October 1984- In an interview with an Arabic-language newspaper published in Paris,
Saddam Hussein says he is ready to reestablish diplomatic relations with the United
States.

18 October 1984- The Iraqi government begins negotiations with the Reagan
administration to buy 45 helicopters from the United States. These helicopters are
intended to be used for civilian purposes only, though U.S. officials note that they could
be transformed for military use.
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-19 October 1984- Iranian armed forces mount a massive attack against Iraq in the
mountains northeast of Baghdad in what has become the first major ground campaign of .
the war in over eight months. Tehran radio soon reports that Iran has retaken 20 square
miles of land from Iraq in what it describes as a “spectacular victory.” ‘

24 October 1984-The United States Information Service reopens its office in the Iraqi
capital of Baghdad. The office has been closed since 1958. Many see this as a prelude to
a restoration of relations between Washington and Baghdad.

26 October 1984- Tariq Aziz tells George Shultz that Iraq is now ready to resume full
diplomatic relations with the United States after a 17-year hiatus.

October-November- CIA Director William Casey meets with senior Iraqi officials twice
in Fall 1984, once in October and again in November, according to Washington Post
reporter Bob Woodward. The purpose is “to make sure the new channel was functioning
and to encourage more attacks on Iranian installations,” sources told Woodward.

3 November 1984- An American government official speaking on the condition of
anonymity tells The Washington Post that Iraq has amassed “significant stocks” of
chemical weapons for possible use against Iran.

26 November 1984- The United States and Iraq re-establish full diplomatic relations.
Earlier in the day, President Reagan and Secretary of State Shultz met at the White House
with Tariq Aziz. Despite the renewal of diplomatic relations between the two countries,
the U.S. maintains its official stance of “neutrality” in the Iran-Iraq war.

1985

1985- Ttaly sells "conversion kits to Iraq for Hughes helicopters that Iraq had purchased
from the U.S. with assurance of nonmilitary use,” according to a 1992 U.S. General
Accounting Office (GAO) report.

28 January 1985- An Iraqi military spokesman in Baghdad announces that Iraq has
launched a major offensive against Iran on the southern front. Iran, however, claims that
this drive has been crushed while Baghdad asserts that Iraqi troops have seized several
key Iranian positions in less than two hours of fighting.

20-21 February 1985- U.S. and Soviet officials meet in Vienna to discuss a way to settle
the Iran-Iraq war. President Reagan, however, downplays the talks suggesting that “We -
simply felt it was time to exchange views with one another” stressing that the discussions
in Vienna do not signal a new U.S. willingness to cooperate with the Soviets in
negotiating a peace settlement. “We don’t favor that,” says Reagan, “we don’t believe
there should be that many hands in the pot.”

7 March 1985- Both Iran and Iraq abrogate the June 1984 treaty that banned military
attacks on civilians, according to reports. Iran complains that Iraqi shelling of the
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Southwestern Iranian region of Khorramshahr has killed at least 14 and wounded 123
civilians, while Iraq reports that Iranian artillery fire on the Iraqi city of Basra has killed
an unspecified number of Iragi non-combatants. This initiates an escalation of attacks on
civilians by both sides.

11 March 1985- Tehran radio reports that the Iranian air force has struck the Iraqi capital
of Baghdad as well as ten other Iraqi cities while Iraq claims that it has attacked seven
Iranian cities including Isfahan, Iran’s second largest city. Iran says that the Iragi attacks
have resulted in over 100 Iranian deaths.

17 March 1985- Iranian and Iraqi forces battle each other for control of a strategic road
in southern Iraq The New York Times describes this battle as “the fiercest fighting of the
war ”

18 March 1985- A military communiqué from Baghdad cla.lms that the Iragi air force has
bombed Tehran, “scoring crushing hlts ”

21 March 1985- A State Department spokesman announces that the U.S. administration
believes Iraq has defeated Iran. Edward Djerejian says that “while there is still the
possibility of further action which could change the situation, it appears that the Iraqis
have blunted, and to a large extent, rolled back the latest Iranian offensive.” He also
stresses that “we do not provide arms to either side.” Appealing to Iran to accept a
negotiated settlement, another administration official, who did not wish to be identified,
said that “we have to keep trying and hoping that the sheer number of Iranians killed on
the battlefield will persuade Khomeini to try another tack.”

25 March 1985- U.S. Intelligence agents discover that Iraq has again used toxic chemical
weapons to repel the latest Iranian offensive on the southemn front. In light of the recent
allegations, Secretary of State George Shultz meets unannounced with Iragi foreign
minister Tariq Aziz. When asked if Shultz had confronted him with allegations of
chemical weapons use, Aziz responded, “I don’t recall.” Nonetheless, it is widely
believed by the American press that Iraq did indeed use chemical in the most recent
battle.

26 March 1985- In an editorial purportedly written by a top Iraqi government official,
Iraq threatens to spread the war to “every corner of Iran” unless Iranian officials agree to
a comprehensive peace settlement. The editorial, published in Baghdad’s Al-Jumhuriya
newspaper, also notes that Iraq’s only alternative to total peace is “an overall destructive
war.”

31 March 1985- U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar begins a ten-day tour of
the Persian Gulf. While Iraq has formally invited the Secretary General to Baghdad, Iran
has still not indicated that it is prepared to discuss “full-scale cessation of hostilities”—a
necessary condition if the Secretary General is to visit Tehran.
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1 April 1985- The U.N. Secretary General cancels his trip to both Baghdad and Tehran
citing Iranian hesitancy to discuss a peaceful and complete resolution to the conflict.

5 April 1985- Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Hossein Kazempour Ardebili leads a
delegation to Moscow to meet with Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko. The
official Iranian press agency reported that the Iranian delegation “set forth (to the
Soviets) the known stand of the Iranian Government on the terms of ending the war”—
complete Iragi surrender. Gromyko told the delegation that the Soviet Union desires the
“speediest end to the conflict.”

6 April 1985- The U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar announces that he will
once again visit both Baghdad and Tehran on his upcoming ten-day tour of the Persian
Gulf.

8 April 1985- A day after visiting the Iranian government in Tehran, the U.N. secretary
general visits Baghdad. President Hussein reportedly tells him that “Iraq is ready to
sincerely and seriously cooperate in discussing practical solutions leading to a halt of the
fighting and a comprehensive settlement to the conflict.”

9 April 1985- Javier Perez de Cuellar leaves Baghdad saying that the gulf between the
two countries is “as wide as ever.”

20 April 1985- During a meeting with Ambassador William Eagleton, Tariq Aziz states
his strong opposition to congressional efforts to return Iraq to the State Department's
terrorism list, which he says would undermine U.S.-Iraqi relations and what Saddam
Hussein calls "the beautiful atmosphere between us."

30 April 1985- George Shultz asks Caspar Weinberger to expedite approval of the export
of a Sperry 1100/72 computer and other technology to Iraq. The State Department reports
that the intelligence community "has no evidence that Iraq has yet embarked on a nuclear
weapons program, or intends to do so."

3 May 1985- Citing an unnamed U.S. government official, The New York Times reports
that a shipment of Iranian arms containing more than 9,000 Soviet made AK-47s, several
million rounds of ammunition, rocket-propelled-grenade-launchers and land mines has
arrived at the port of Hungnam, North Korea en route to Nicaragua. The Iranian-
Nicaraguan deal is believed to have been the product of Prime Minister Mir Hossein
Mussavi’s visit Managua, Nicaragua in January 1985. When asked about the transaction,
President Reagan responded that it poses a “new danger” to Central America.

18 May 1985- Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal meets in Tehran with Iranian
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati. Velayati tells the Saudi official that his country
will continue to wage a “just” war against Iraq.

23 June 1985- Ali Reza Afshar, the chief of staff of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards, says
that the Ayatollah Khomeini has ordered Iranian troops to launch a “defensive” guerilla
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war against Iraq and that “the Imam [Khomeini] has issued an overall order for a
defensive holy war.”

24 June 1985- e. robert wallach [sic] and Bruce Rappaport meet with National Security
Advisor Robert McFarlane at the White House to discuss Bechtel Corp.'s project to build
a pipeline for Iraq terminating at the port of Aqaba in Jordan. Rappaport is a friend of
Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres and wallach is a friend of Attorney General Edwin
Meese. McFarlane approves the project and tells the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation (OPIC) that it is a matter of national security.

25 July 1985- House and Senate conferees accede to a request from the State Department
to delete language from amendments to the Export Administration Act of 1979, which
would have required the president to return Iraq to the list of countries supporting
international terrorism, or to certify within 90 days that Iraq does not support terrorism.
George Shultz had assured Representative Howard Berman that Iraq would be returned to
the list if any group supported by Iraq committed acts of terrorism.

July 1985- According to a 1992 Los Angeles Times story citing a State Department cable,
an official from a Brazilian arms manufacturing concem tells State Department officials
that his company unloaded U.S. military equipment, including TOW missiles, at an
airport in Iraq around this time.

1 July 1985- A Defense Department official states that his agency has "a number of
legitimate national security concerns in regard to high technology exports to Iraq . . .
there is a body of evidence indicating that Iraq continues to actively pursue an interest in
nuclear weapons . . . In the past, Iraq has been somewhat less than honest in regard to the
intended end-use of high technology equipment."

18 July 1985- The chargé at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad tells an Iraqi official that the
Reagan administration "went the extra mile to insure that Irag was not put on the
[terrorist] list and does not expect to be embarrassed by subsequent Iraqi actions."”

16 August 1985- The Iragi government releases a report which says that constant attacks
by the Iraqi air force have “demolished” Iran’s oil shipping terminal at Kharg Island and
turned the once prosperous oil terminal “into ashes.” U.S. officials, however, doubt the
authenticity of Iraq’s claim.

20 August 1985- The first shipment of U.S.-made TOW missiles, comprising the early
phase of the Reagan administration’s arms-for-hostages deals, arrives in Tehran. Several
other shipments of TOWs, HAWKSs and spare parts take place between now and October
1986.

13 September 1985- State Department officials confirm reports that Iraq is to purchase

forty-five American-made helicopters for “civilian purposes” in a deal reportedly worth
between $225 and $275 million.
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27 September 1985- At a speech to the U.N. General Assembly, Jordan’s King Hussein
announces that consultation between the two superpowers is “necessary” to bring about
an end to the Iran-Iraq war. Also during the General Assembly meeting, Iraqi Foreign
Minister Tariq Aziz pointedly blamed Iran for both initiating and extending the conflict.
Aziz said that “Iran’s undisguised objective—the toppling of the political and social
systems in Iraq and other countries in the region in which the Iranians want to establish
their own brand of backwards, barbaric rule,” is the cause of the war. However, Aziz
also said that “the first necessary step on the road to peace should be a meeting of the
Security Council attended by both parties to the conflict.”

3 October 1985- In response to Tariq Aziz’s speech at the U.N. General Assembly,
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati delivers a speech at an undisclosed location
in which he denounces the United Nations, saying that the international organization is a
post-war alliance of victors that “does not represent the shared values of the majority of
its members.” He also calls the recent Geneva Summit meeting between the United
States and Soviet Union “highly suspicious.”

20 October 1985- In response to recent criticism over the failure to bring a peaceful
resolution to the Iran-Iraq conflict, U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar says
that the U.N. “simply must be made to succeed.”

7 December 1985- President Reagan discusses the hostages in Lebanon with his top
advisers. The extraordinary meeting takes place in the White House residence, and
includes the vice president, the secretaries of state and defense, the deputy director of the
CIA (Casey is out of town), the White House chief of staff, the national security adviser
and his deputy. Weinberger’s notes reveal: “President wants to free hostages ... I argued
strongly that we have an embargo that makes arms sales to Iran illegal + President
couldn't violate it — + that ‘washing’ transaction thru Israel wouldn't make it legal.
Shultz, Don Regan agreed.” But Reagan is adamant. Weinberger’s notes go on:
“President sd. he could answer charges of illegality but he couldn't answer charge that
‘big strong President Reagan passed up a chance to free hostages’.” Implying that this
attitude could land him a prison term, Weinberger retorts, “visiting hours are Thursday.”

8 December 1985- Ali Akbar Velayati visits Prince Saud al-Faisal in Riyadh in an effort
to bring an end to the Iran-Iraq war. The official Saudi radio station announces that
progress is being made between the two leaders but no further details are given. A day
later, however, Prince Saud says that his attempts to convince Iran to stop the war have
failed.

12 December 1985- The Iranian delegate to the U.N., Said Rajaie-Khorassani, says that
he will attend a Security Council meeting on the Iran-Iraq war if the council were to
adopt the positions of the Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar—no use of chemical
weapons and no strikes on civilian areas. The Iranian delegate says, “I will just greet the
president of the Security Council and, if he holds a meeting regarding our issue, I will
attend that meeting.” Iran has not previously been willing to cooperate with the United
Nations.
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31 December 1985- Iraq says that it is stepping up air raids against Iran for the upcoming
year with “hundreds of raids” against Iranian troops in retaliation for supposed Iranian air
attacks on civilian areas in Iraq.

1986

1986- According to Howard Teicher, “President Reagan sent a secret message to Saddam
Hussein telling him that Iraq should step up its air war bombing of Iran.” Teicher goes on
to say that “this message was delivered by Vice President Bush who communicated it to
Egyptian President Mubarak, who in turn passed it to Saddam Hussein.”

13 January 1986- The Iranian Navy stops an American merchant vessel in the Persian
Gulf in search of military equipment destined for Iraq. While the U.S. admits that the
search is legal, the Reagan administration responds by sending two armed Navy warships
to the Persian Gulf to escort the tanker, which is reportedly only carrying cotton, to its
final destination.

24 January 1986- According to a later Senate report, the CIA provides intelligence
regarding the Iran-Iraq war to Iran. Deputy Director for Intelligence Robert Gates is
informed that a Presidential Finding has been signed authorizing arms sales to Iran and
the sharing of intelligence with that country. Gates reports that he objected, saying that
"we were concerned about the Iraqi military situation and that I considered this a very
dangerous thing to do." He is subsequently put in charge of preparing the intelligence to
be provided to Tehran.

9 February 1986- Soviet First Deputy Foreign Minister Georgi M. Kornienko visits Iran
to discuss an improvement in relations between the two countries. Upon the Soviet
delegation’s departure, Hashemi Rafsanjani, the Speaker of the Iranian Parliament,
announces that Kornienko’s visit “will have a great effect on our relations with the Soviet
Union and the Eastern world... One can be optimistic in fields such as technical, military,
economic and possibly political relations.” He adds that there is now no such prospects
for Iranian relations with the United States.

10 February 1986- Iran launches a massive, three-pronged attack near the southern Iraqi
city of Faw capturing the island of Umm al-Rasas in the Shatt al-Arab waterway. While
Iraqgi radio contends that Iranian forces were “wiped out, and the enemy only gained a
shaky foothold in some forward areas,” Tehran radio says that Iranian forces seized
“serious booty” and that Iraqi troops “sustained serious damage.”

12 February 1986- An Iranian military communiqué claims that the most recent Iranian
drive has reached the Kuwaiti border. An Iragi military spokesman, however, described
the Iranian claim as “completely baseless.” Nonetheless, Chedli Klibi, the Tunisian
secretary general of the 22-member Arab League, says that “This is one of the most grave
developments since the beginning of the war... it deprives Iraq of access to the gulf, and
threatens Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.”
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19 February 1986- The CIA provides Iran with additional maps depicting Iraqg's troop
disposition. On the same day, the Reagan administration condemns Iraq's use of chemical
weapons during Iran's offensive against the Faw Peninsula.

24 February 1986- The UN. Security Council passes a resolution calling for an
immediate cease-fire in the Iran-Iraq war.

25 February 1986- Iran launches a new offensive in northeastern Iraq in an attempt to
threaten Iraq’s oilfields near Kirkuk. '

14 March 1986- A U.N. mission sent to Baghdad concludes that Iraq has used chemical
weapons “on many occasions.” In other developments, the Reagan administration warns
Iran that if they carry a military offensive into other gulf states, the U.S. would consider it
“a major threat to U.S. interests.” Likewise, Timothy Renton, British Foreign Office
minister of state, says that Britain will aid Kuwait if the Gulf emirate becomes threatened
by an Iranian military offensive.

20 March 1986-American Ambassador to the U.N. Donald Lowitz condemns Iraq before
the Geneva Convention on Disarmament charging that Iraq has “seriously violated
international law” with chemical attacks on Iranian soldiers.

April 1986- The NSC decides to allow additional intelligence about the outcome of
military operations to be provided to Iraq.

11 May 1986- Prompted by the nearly 200 reported incidents of attacks on merchant
tankers in the Persian Gulf since mid-1984, Iranian President Khamenei says in a meeting
with the Libyan oil minister that “We would like to see the Persian Gulf region in
complete security.” He also tells the Libyan diplomat that he hopes Gulf shipping will
“be considered separate from the war zone.”

12 May 1986- The U.S. Army Operational Group (of the Army Intelligence and Security
Command) produces a report on Chinese-Iraqgi contacts concerning construction of a
nuclear power plant in Iraq that would be camouflaged from satellite surveillance.

14 May 1986- An American Naval vessel orders an Iranian patrol boat “to stand clear to
ensure the freedom of navigation™ during a routine stop and search operation of an
American merchant vessel in the Gulf of Oman. The Iranians reportedly comply. The
incident, despite being described by an American official as “completely businesslike,”
prompts Ali Akbar Velayati to say on Tehran radio that “The Islamic Republic of Iran, as
the strongest power in the Persian Gulf, will not allow any foreign country, American or
non-American, to intervene in the region.”

22 May 1986~ Ambassador to Iraq David Newton visits Eximbank and describes Iraq's
deteriorating military situation in the Iran-Iraq war, as well as the adverse effect on its
economy of early 1986 declines in oil prices. He expresses hope that Eximbank will
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provide medium-term cover. John A. Bohn, Jr., representing Eximbank, responds that his
"enthusiasm for doing any new business in Iraq varie[s] from zero to not much.” Newton
indicates he hopes the bank will "not take any action that would be at odds with current
US Government policy toward Irag.”

23 May 1986- An Iranian delegation led by Deputy Prime Minister Ali Reza Moaeri
visits Paris to meet with French officials. French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac said at a
luncheon after the meeting that France “is ready to normalize relations” with the Islamic
Republic, but that.he also wishes to continue his country’s close ties with Baghdad.

25-28 May 1986- An American delegation led by former National Security Advisor
Robert McFarlane secretly visits Tehran to negotiate the release of American hostages
held in Lebanon. The delegation fails to meet with senior Iranian officials as they had
expected to do, and leaves without achieving a resolution to the situation.

5 June 1986- In an effort to keep chemicals out of Iran that could be used to help that
country develop chemical weapons, the United States imposes a ban of the export of
eight chemicals to Syria. Syria has supported Iran in the war with Iraq.

15 June 1986- Massoud Rajavi, the leader of the rebel Iranian People’s Mujahideen, an
Iranian group dedicated to the overthrow of the current government in Tehran, meets with
Saddam Hussein.

Summer 1986- On two occasions, CIA staff officers share intelligence with Iraq that
may have exceeded the scope of authorized intelligence exchanges, according to a later
Senate report.

8 July 1986- Iran again attempts to advance across the border into Iraq. Backed by
artillery fire and air assault Iran claims to have killed over 2,000 Iraqi soldiers. Iraq,
however, says that they have “annihilated” the invading Iranian force.

15 July 1986- At the Geneva Conference of Disarmament, Timothy Renton, a British

Foreign Office Minister, charges that Iraqi use of chemical weapons is responsible for
roughly 10,000 casualties, and that Iraq is also increasing it production of a number of
chemical gasses.

23 July 1986- Around this date, a briefing memorandum prepared by Richard Murphy
states that Iraqi setbacks in the Iran-Iraq war call for consideration of "possible steps the
USG might take to bolster the Iraqi will to resist, both psychologically and militarily” and
that the situation "raises questions as to whether the U.S. can do more to pressure Iran to
wind down -- or end -- the war."

August 1986- According to a 1992 Los Angeles Times report, a State Department cable

reports that Saudi Ambassador to the U.S. Bandar bin Sultan has acknowledged that the
Saudis transferred "U.S. origin MK-84 bombs to Iraq.”
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4 August 1986- According to the Los Angeles Times, Vice President George Bush, using
President Hosni Mubarak as an intermediary, urges Iraq to expand its air attacks against
Iran.

13 August 1986- State Department Spokesman Charles Redman says that while Iraq is
seeking a negotiated peace settlement, the continuation of the war is the result of the
“Intransigence of Iran’s leaders.”

24 August 1986- Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khomeini says in a speech that Iran
must fight until victory and “finish off” Saddam Hussein. Khomeini also says that “We
should neither submit to imposed peace, nor to imposed arbitration” and that “We should
continue the war until victory—and it is near.”

25 August 1986- Iran announces that it plans to resume the export of natural gas to the
Soviet Union. American officials see the move as one designed to put pressure on Iraq
because, while officially claiming neutrality in the war, the Soviet Union has been a
major supplier of arms to Iraqg.

1 September 1986~ Iran claims that in its recent offensive Iranian forces have “pushed
deep inside Iraq” killing and capturing hundreds of Iraqi combatants. Irag, however, says
that it has inflicted “thousands™ of Iranian casualties, destroyed the majority of Iran’s
attacking force, and knocked out hundreds of Iranian vehicles and weapons inside Iraq.

3 September 1986- Iranian naval forces reportedly stop two Soviet tankers in the Persian
Gulf in search of weapons headed to Iraq. This is the first time Iranian patrol boats have
stopped Soviet tankers.

23 September 1986- In a speech given to the United Nations General Assembly, Edward
Shevardnadze, the Soviet foreign minister, says that the Soviet Union considers both Iran
and Iraq “sincere friends” and that the Soviets are “making use of the possibilities
available to us to convince the parties to the conflict that they should make peace.”

1 October 1986- In a speech given to a group of Arab foreign ministers at the U.N.,
Secretary of State George Shultz criticizes the Soviets for failing to block the shipments
of arms to Iran. Shultz says that “We and Soviets officials agreed that we share a
common interest in seeing an end to the Iran-Iraq war. However the Soviets have not
acted as forcefully as we in moving to block arms re-supplied to Iran from countries with
which they have influence.”

2 October 1986- Iranian and French officials meet together at the U.N. for “extensive
talks.” After the meeting, which contained representatives from both countries, Ali
Akbar Velayati says that the new government in Paris is in a position to take more
positive steps towards Iran than ever before.

4 November 1986- In a speech marking the seventh anniversary of the takeover of the
U.S. embassy in Tehran, Hashemi Rafsanjani announces that Robert McFarlane,




President Reagan’s former national security advisor, traveled to Tehran at an undisclosed
date “within the last two months” bringing American-made military equipment bound for
Iran. He claims the Americans were seized by Iranian authorities and expelled from the
country. Although some of the details are wrong, his revelations, echoing a published
report the day before in the Lebanese magazine Al-Shiraa, expose the Reagan
administration’s arms-for-hostages deals with Iran.

13 November 1986- Although he denies that the United States ever traded arms for
hostages, President Reagan says in a nationally televised speech that he did authorize the
transfer of what he characterizes as “small amounts of defensive weapons and spare
parts” designed to “send a signal that the United States was prepared to replace the
animosity between us with a new relationship.”

14 November 1986- Ali Khamenei denies that Iran ever received weapons from the U.S.,
calling Reagan’s claim “mere lies.”

16 November 1986-Secretary of State George Shultz says that he opposes giving Iran
any more American-made weapons. A day later, President Reagan says that he has
“absolutely no plans” to send more arms to Iran.

1987

11 January 1987- Reportedly stunned by the discovery of American arms shipments to
Iran, the Soviet Union issues its first statement on the affair since it was discovered that
the U.S. was sending American made weapons to Iran. In the statement, which was
issued in both Moscow and at the United Nations, the Soviets strongly condemn the U.S.
The statement reads: “The United States in reality is fanning the flames of the war and
provoking further bloodshed between the two neighboring countries. Washington is
trying to justify its political machinations and behind-the-scenes arms deals by references
to the ‘Soviet threat’ to the Persian Gulf countries.” The statement concludes by saying
that “Military methods only make the final settlement more distant and don’t bring it
closer” to a peaceful resolution.

18 January 1987- An Iranian military spokesman says that Iranian armed forces have
advanced “deep inside enemy lines” and are within 400 yards of the oil refinery at Basra.
Iraq, however, is continuing to bomb the Iranian cities of Isfahan, Tabriz, and Dezful
claiming that the Iraqi air force has conducted 296 bombings within the last day.

19 January 1987- Iranian warships begin using the Italian-made Sea Killer Missile in
night attacks against oil tankers in the Persian Gulf. In other developments, 7%e New
York Times, citing a U.S. diplomat, reports that much of the population of Basra—Iraq’s
second largest city with over a million residents—has been forced to flee to other areas of
the country. One unidentified Asian diplomat says that “This is the most critical point in
the war to date... we’re approaching a 50-50 chance Basra will fall.” If Basra were to
fall, it is reported that American diplomats will consider sending some military
equipment and intelligence to the Iraqi government in Baghdad.
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3 February 1987- Unnamed American military analysts tell The New York Times that .
Iraq will not be able to reverse the recent political and military gains by Iran. This is in
contrast fo American predictions earlier in the war.

10 February 1987- In a speech given at a mosque near Jamaran, Iran, Ayatollah
Khomeini vows to continue the “war until victory” and says that Iranian troops are
fighting for a “divine cause.” “Almost every day” Khomeini continued, “Iran is hit and
many children, youngsters, old men and ordinary people see their homes fall in on them,
but as soon as they clamber from the rubble they speak of the need for us to make war
until victory.”

11 February 1987- In a speech at a rally marking the eighth anniversary of the Islamic
revolution, Iran’s President Khamenei says that “The aim of this war is to punish the
aggressor and root out aggression.”

11 February 1987- In a memo, a NSC staff official notes intelligence reporting a major
Bulgarian arms shipment to Iran, and recommends providing such information to Iraq
when it becomes available.

19 February 1987- NSC staff official Robert Oakley indicates that the U.S. is attempting
to "reassure and strengthen the moderate Arabs in face of the Iranian threat" and that Iraq
"is making better use of its weapons superiority. We are examining what more can be
done to help them within the limits of our no-arms policy."

14 March 1987- Iran installs the land-based anti-ship HY-2 missile system at two
locations on the Iranian side of the Strait of Hormuz. The HY-2 is a Chinese designed
missile system that fires Styx warheads which carry over 1,000 pounds of explosives and
have a range of 25 to 50 miles. American officials read the Iranian move as an attempt to
close off the Persian Gulf to shipping.

23 March 1987- The U.S. Navy offers to escort Kuwaiti ships carrying oil through the
Persian Gulf in order to counter any threat to the vessels from Iran. A month earlier,
Kuwait became the first Arab country to request outside support (reportedly from both
the United States and the Soviet Union) for ships transporting oil through the Persian
Gulf. The U.S., however, was the first to take up Kuwait on the offer. According to one
State Department official, one reason was that it would send positive “signals” to other
pro-Western Arab states. The United States has come under scrutiny form Arab regimes
since the revelation that the Reagan administration was covertly funneling military
supplies to Iran. :

1 April 1987- The Reagan administration turns down an Iraqi request to buy C-130 cargo
planes and artillery radar from the U.S.

36



4 April 1987~ Caspar Weinberger tells the U.S. Navy to bolster its forces near the Persian
Gulf. This, Weinberger believes, will help to fulfill President Reagan’s promise that
Arab oil will continue to flow to the Western world.

6 April 1987- After rejecting an earlier American proposal to escort Kuwaiti tankers
through the Persian Gulf, Kuwait proposes to register some of its vessels under both U.S.
and Soviet flags. The expectation is that Iran will be more hesitant to attack U.S. and
Soviet vessels. Kuwaiti ships have been targeted by Iran more than any other nationality.
U.S. officials say they are considering what they call a very “serious proposal.”

14 April 1987- The Soviet Union announces that it will lease three ships to Kuwait to
carry oil through the Persian Guif. Soviet officials also say that there is a possibility
these ships will be escorted through the Gulf by Soviet naval vessels. In a conversation
with reporters, Gennadi I. Gerasimov, a Soviet spokesman, says his country reached the
decision because the U.S. has been “intimidating the countries of the Persian Gulf to
force them to invite the United States to become their protector.” State Department
officials say that Soviet “warships mean a political presence and the ability to intervene.
(The Persian Gulf) is an area we have defined as vital to U.S. interests.”

20 April 1987- For the first time in the war, Iraq agrees to let a United Nations team visit
and investigate claims that it has used chemical weapons against Iranian soldiers.

21 April 1987- Despite objections from Caspar Weinberger, the Reagan administration
agrees to allow the export to Iran of a $900,000 Swiss-made computer system designed
for use in an electric power distribution center in Tehran.

4 May 1987- Richard Murphy sets off on a trip to Iraq and six other Arab countries in an
attempt to reassure Arab countries in the region that the United States is on their side.
There had been considerable debate on that point since it was discovered in November
1986 that the U.S. was covertly supplying Iran with American-made military supplies.

7 May 198;7- The United States begins an effort to persuade the United Nations to
impose a worldwide arms embargo against Iran. U.S. officials believe this will dry up
Iranian arms supplies forcing Tehran to the negotiating table.

8 May 1987- A Soviet freighter is hit at the southern end of the Persian Gulf by an
Iranian missile.

13 May 1987- A United Nations team sent to Baghdad to investigate chemical weapons
use reports that Iraq has begun using chemical weapons against Iranian civilians. In other
developments, Egypt breaks official diplomatic relations with Iran.

17 May 1987- Two French-made Exocet missiles fired from Iraqi jets hit the USS Stark

in the Persian Gulf killing thirty-seven American service men. White House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater says that from now on, any Iraqi or Iranian aircraft “flying in a pattern
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which indicates hostile intent will be fired upon, unless they provide adequate
notification of their intentions.” The Iraqgis call the raid a “mistake.”

23 May 1987- American officials agree to let Kuwaiti tankers fly American flags while
traversing the Persian Gulf. While Iranian pilots have been careful not to hit American
ships in the past, they say that they will not cease attacks on Kuwaiti tankers even if those
ships are now flying American flags.

27 May 1987- While attending a meeting of NATO defense ministers, Caspar
Weinberger asks his counterparts to join in helping to protect tankers in the Persian Gulf.
NATO, however, turns down the request.

29 May 1987- The Reagan administration postpones plans to provide American military
protection to Kuwaiti oil tankers in the Persian Gulf in order to give the Joint Chiefs of
Staff time to decide what forces will be needed to carry out the mission. Many senior
military officers feel that if the U.S. does proceed with plans to put American flags on
Kuwaiti tankers, the U.S. may draw itself further into the conflict and possibly into war
with Iran. They also feel that, by re-flagging Kuwaiti tankers with American flags, the
U.S. will firmly place itself on the side of Iraq giving away its role as a neutral negotiator.
‘In other developments, Iraqi officials refuse to let the U.S. team investigating the
bombing of the American Naval vessel on 17 May interview the pilots of the plane that
fired the two missiles. Nonetheless, the American team sent to investigate the bombings
say that they are pleased with “the spirit of cooperation and forthrightness” offered by the
Iraqis. Rear Admiral David N. Rodgers, the head of the nine member American
delegation, says also that “We have reached a preliminary agreement... which will
automatically reduce the probability of further attac

1 June 1987- The U.N. Security Council fails to agree to a U.S. proposal that would
impose an international embargo on selling weapons to Iran. One diplomat, who wishes
to remain anonymous, says that he think there would have been more support for the
U.S. proposal had the Reagan administration not decided to secretly sell weapons to Iran.

2 June 1987- Iran supplies its Navy with forty Swedish-made Cabin Cruisers. These 42-
foot long boats are powered by two diesel engines and can reach speeds of 55 miles per
hour. The reported purpose of these new boats is to allow Iranian forces to move swiftly
through the waters of the Persian Gulf dropping mines in front of commercial ships and
allowing Revolutionary Guardsmen on board to fire rocket-propelled-grenade launchers
at large tankers. The Iranian decision to put the boats into military use was prompted by
American and Soviet moves to protect Kuwaiti shipping in the gulf. As Foreign Minister
Ali Akbar Velayatl put it, “Iran w111 not allow the superpowers or any foreign forces to
interfere in the region.”

4 June 1987- President Reagan gives a speech at an economic summit meeting in

Venice, Italy in which he threatens both Iran and Iraq with an arms embargo if the two
countries refuse negotiations to end the war.
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In other developments, Rafsanjani, the Speaker of the Iranian Parliament who has
also emerged as the country’s chief foreign policy maker, says in a news conference that
the Iranian tactic of “human wave” assaults has been wasteful and killed too many
Iranian soldiers.

21 June 1987- The U.N. Security Council agrees to a resolution calling for an immediate
cease-fire in the Iran-Iraq war.

28 June 1987- The Iranian press reports that Iraq has dropped mustard gas ina
predominantly Kurdish region of northwestern Iran killing ten and wounding over 650
Kurds. “Most of the martyred and wounded people were children, old women and men,”
the official news agency wrote.

29 June 1987- Citing unnamed Reagan administration officials, The New York Times
reports that Yuli M. Vorontsov, the Soviet first deputy foreign minister, is visiting Tehran
to tell Iranian officials that if they promise not to attack Soviet ships in the Gulf, Moscow
will veto a U.S.-led initiative in the U.N. Security Council that would impose an
international arms embargo on Iran. Vorontsov also invites the Iranian government to
send a representative to Moscow to meet with Iraqi officials in a bid to negotiate an end
to the war. Iran, however, rejects the Soviet invitation.

July 1987- The NSC, at the urging of the State Department, directs the Defense
Department's Defense Technology Security Administration to be "more forthcoming”
regarding license approvals for Iraq.

20 July 1987- The U.N. Security Council unanimously passes another resolution calling
for a cease-fire in the Iran-Iraq war. This resolution becomes known as Resolution 598
and initially calls for an international arms embargo against both Iran and Iraq if either
side decides not accede to a cease-fire within two months. The Iranian delegate to the
U.N., however, rejects the Security Council motion calling it worthless and saying that it
would be ignored by his government. In sharp contrast with the Iranian point of view, an
Iraqi government spokesman in Baghdad says that “Our primary impression regarding
the text of the resolution is positive.” George Shultz says that the U.S. “is determined that
this mandatory resolution not become an empty effort.” The chief of the Soviet
delegation to the U.N., Aleksandr M. Belonogov, says that the “concentration of armed
forces of third parties in the area continues (with) dangerous consequences of increased
foreign military activity and presence in the conflict area.” This is an apparent reference
to the high number of U.S. naval warships in the Persian Guif.

22 July 1987- Three U.S. warships escort two American flagged Kuwaiti tankers through
the Straight of Hormuz, well within range of being struck by Iranian surface-to-surface
missiles pointed at the gulf, without incident. Many in the Reagan administration feared
Iran would launch the missiles at the convoy prompting an American military response
which would bring the U.S. into a war against Iran.
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23 July 1987- Ali Akbar Velayati visits Bonn to meet with West German Chancellor
Helmut Kohl. The Iranian foreign minister says later that his talks with the West
Germans were “constructive and productive” and he promised to help free two West
Germans held by pro-Iranian Islamic militants in Lebanon.

24 July 1987- A Kuwaiti tanker escorted by an American Naval warship hits a mine
while traversing through the Straight of Hormuz. Though Iran does not claim
responsibility for the attack attributing it to an “invisible hand,” the Iranian press calls the
incident “an irreparable blow to America’s political and military prestige.”

27 July 1987- George Shultz meets with Tariq Aziz in Washington and asks the Iraqi
government to abstain from any new attacks on Iran. Shultz believes that if Iraq were to
halt its attacks on gulf shipping, Iran would follow suit.

4 August 1987- Iran and the Soviet Union reach an agreement in which the two countries
would cooperate on the building of oil-pipelines from Iran to the Soviet Union, joint
shipping in the Caspian Sea, and, according to the official Iranian news agency, the
“expansion of cooperation in the arena of power, steel, and oil refining ... [as well as]
plans to build a railroad linking the Soviet Union with the Persian Gulf.”

10 August 1987- In spite of Secretary Shultz’s earlier requests, Iraq begins bombing
attacks on the Iranian oil-fields at Tabriz. Iran responds by vowing to make the Persian
Gulf “a killing field for aggressors.”- Shortly thereafter an American-owned oil tanker
hits a mine while entering the Gulf of Oman from the Straight of Hormuz. This marks the
end of an informal cease-fire agreement that had lasted twenty-five days.

26 August 1987- Nizar Hamdoon says that Iraq will resume air attacks against Iran if the
United Nations does not invoke an international arms embargo against the Islamic
Republic for not accepting a cease-fire agreement and peace negotiations. Thee days
later, Iraq attacks two Iranian merchant vessels in the Persian Gulf. An Iranian military
spokesman vows “a crushing response to the Iraqi attacks.” Over forty ships in the Gulf
will be hit by both sides within the next two weeks.

1 September 1987- The United States asks the U.N. Security Council to impose an
international arms embargo on Iran if it does not accept a comprehensive cease-fire
agreement by the end of the week. Two days later the U.S. delegation postpones this call
for a global arms embargo until U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar returns
from his trip to the Persian Guif region where he will meet with leaders in both Baghdad
and Tehran in an attempt to convince both sides to accept a cease-fire.

13 September 1987- While meeting with the U.N. secretary general in Tehran,
Rafsanjani says that Iran would accept a cease-fire if Iraq, and Saddam Hussein, were
identified as the aggressor by the U.N. Rafsanjani is quoted by the Iranian press as
saying that “The only clear and practical way to solve the problem of the Iran-Iraqi war is
that the aggressor will be identified. In this framework we are ready to cooperate.”
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15 September 1987- While meeting with Iraqi officials in Baghdad, the U.N. secretary
general is reportedly told by Saddam Hussein that the United Nations needs to take
“punitive measures” against Iran.

22 September 1987- Speaking in front of the U.N. General Assembly, Iranian President
Ali Khamenei rejects a U.N. call for a cease-fire with Iraq and calls President Reagan’s
earlier speech “a pack of lies.”

December 1987- When the staff director of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
is briefed on U.S. sharing of intelligence with Iraq, it reportedly marks the first time that
"the ... Committee ... was made officially aware of the sharing arrangement.”

2 December 1987- Sarkis Soghanalian and Hughes Helicopter executives Carl Perry and
William Ellis are indicted on charges of conspiracy to violate the Arms Control Export
Act by smuggling 103 Hughes combat helicopters equipped with TOW missiles to Iraq.

24 December 1987- All fifteen members of the United Nations Security Council declare
themselves ready to accept U.N. Resolution 598 calling for a cease-fire in the war. The
Council, however, stops short of agreeing to a U.S. proposal which would impose a
global arms embargo on Iran if that country does not accept the U.N. sponsored cease-
fire, but all agree that they are willing to take further measures against Iran if the
government in Tehran does not comply. Both China and the Soviet Union were
previously opposed to Resolution 598. Many Western diplomats believe Chinese
opposition to the U.N. proposal stemmed from the fact that Beijing was supplying Iran
with Chinese-made weapons. The Soviets, on the other hand, had, until today, said that
they would support the proposal only if the U.S. were to pull all of its warships out of the
Persian Gulf. Rafsanjani said that the Security Council’s move is the wrong way to end
the war and that any measure that would enforce a global arms embargo on Iran “would
only serve to make the Iranian nation more impatient to reach final victory.”

1988

6 February 1988- While in Baghdad to meet with Saddam Hussein, Gaibnazar Pallayev,
the head of the Soviet delegation in Iraq, announces that the Soviet Union is now
prepared to fully accept the American proposal that would impose an arms embargo on
Iran if that country fails to accept a U.N. sponsored cease-fire.

23 February 1988- George Shultz meets with Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard
Shevardnadze in Moscow to discuss, among other things, U.N. Resolution 598.
Shevardnadze informs Shultz that the Soviet Union is ready to impose an arms embargo
on Iran if the government in Teheran refuses to comply with the U.N. sponsored cease-
fire. While the two leaders agree to impose the embargo on Iran, they decide to delay
carrying it out for 30 to 60 days in order to allow Secretary General Javier Perez de
Cuellar to make another effort to end the war.
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5 March 1988- Citing unnamed State Department officials, 7he New York Times reports
that Mohammad Mabhallati, Iran’s permanent representative to the United Nations, hands
to the Security Council an unsigned statement on paper without letter-head announcing
that Iran is ready to accept a U.N. sponsored cease-fire. U.S. officials read the Iranian
move as a final attempt to halt the international arms embargo on Iran.

6 March 1988- Iranian rioters attack the Soviet embassy in Tehran and the Soviet
consulate in Isfahan after the Iranian press accuses the USSR of supplying Iraq with
Soviet-made Scud-B surface-to-surface missiles that were reportedly used in attacks on
the Iranian capital. Officials in Moscow deny that they supplied the missiles to Baghdad.

6 March 1988- An American warship in the Persian Gulf fires on what is believed to be
Iranian speedboats moving towards one of the U.S. Navy’s supply barges. Later that day,
an American helicopter on a reconnaissance mission in the Gulf is fired on by Iranian
armed forces. ’

7 March 1988- Aleksandr M. Belonogov, a Soviet delegate to the United Nations,
proposes to the Security Council a new measure to end the war. The Soviet proposal
includes the appointment of a special representative to negotiate with both sides and a
resolution calling for an end to missile attacks on civilians. American officials read the
Soviet move as an attempt to prolong the U.N. decision on a global arms embargo on Iran
which is expected soon. '

8 March 1988- Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian tells President Reagan that China
will support a global arms embargo against Iran.

11 March 1988- In a truce signed in Ankara, Iran and Iraq agree to halt attacks on each
other’s cities.

21-26 March 1988- Iraq kills over five thousand Iragi Kurds in chemical weapons
attacks. Iraq reportedly used the weapons after the Iranian military captured the northern
Iraqi town of Halabja, which is occupied mostly by Iraqi Kurds. While Iraq offers no
official comment, the Iraqi ambassador in London says that it was Iran, not Irag, which
used the weapons. Mir Hossein Mussavi, the Iranian Prime Minister, says that the Iraqi
attack is “a disgrace for the Middle East.” Referring to Saddam Hussein, the Prime
Minister continued to say that his country will continue the war against Iraq until “the
root of mischief is eliminated from the region.”

1 April 1988- According to reports, Iran claims that an additional 75 people are killed
and over 100 injured in Iraqi chemical attacks in northern Iraq. Ayatollah Khomeini,
Iran’s supreme leader, urges his country to continue the war against Iraq despite the
threat of chemical attacks because “hesitation today will lead to enslavement tomorrow.”

29 April 1988- President Reagan orders the American Navy to use military force to
defend “neutral” ships in the Persian Gulf if they come under attack from Iranian
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missiles. Until now, only American ships could be protected militarily from Iranian
attack.

16 June 1988- France and Iran restore official diplomatic relations.

1 July 1988- Tariq Aziz admits that Iraq has used chemical weapons in the war against
Iran but maintains that Iran was the first to use chemical weapons in the war. This is the
first such admission by an Iraqi official since allegations of the weapons’ use first
surfaced in 1984.

3 July 1988- The USS Vincennes shoots down an Iranian passenger plane, Iran Air 655,
in the Persian Gulf, killing all 290 civilians aboard. A U.S. Navy spokesman says that
the ship mistook the Iran Air Airbus A300 for a hostile Iranian F-16. Iranian Foreign
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati says that “The United States is responsible for the
consequences of its barbaric massacre.” Tehran radio reported that Iran “will not leave
the crimes of America unanswered” and that “we will resist the plots of the Great Satan
and avenge the blood of our martyrs from criminal mercenaries.” Supreme leader
Khomeini says that “We must all be prepared for a real war and go to the war fronts and
fight against America.” The State Department says that the incident will have “no direct
impact” on American escorting of Kuwaiti tankers while President Reagan says it is an
“understandable accident.” Like Reagan, Saddam Hussein calls the incident a
“regrettable accident.” Iranian officials at the U.N. seek an official condemnation of the
United States.

15 July 1988- The Soviet Union asks the United Nations to call for the removal of U.S.
Naval vessels from the Persian Gulf. '

17 July 1988- In a speech marking the 20" anniversary of Ba’ath Party rule, Saddam
Hussein announces that Iraq will give up all the land it has captured inside of Iran.
Hussein also says that his country “stands at the edge of victory” and that the Iraqi
military has inflicted “material and moral” damage on Iran. He nonetheless reiterates
Irag’s conditions for peace, which include “a complete and comprehensive unconditional
withdrawal” by both countries and a pledge that both Iran and Iraq will bring “stability
and security to the region.”

18 July 1988- A letter from Iranian President Ali Khamenei to U.N. Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar announces that Iran is prepared to fully accept an official U.N.
sponsored cease-fire. While the Iraqi delegation remains skeptical of the Iranian
acceptance, the Reagan administration calls the move a “major breakthrough” and says
that it could lead to a reduction in the size of the U.S. force in the Persian Gulf.

20 July 1988- Ayatollah Khomeini says that he personally endorses a cease-fire. The

United Nations announces that it will send missions to both Tehran and Baghdad to begin
working on a formal cease-fire.
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22 July 1988- On the same day that both sides agree to send their foreign ministers to the .
U.N. for peace negotiations, Iraq launches a new offensive on the border against Iran in .
what many believe is an attempt to improve Iraq’s negotiating position in the U.N.

sponsored talks.

25 July 1988- The Commerce Department's Bureau of Export Administration finds 29
export applications for Iraq totaling about $500 million. The Department indicates that
there are "seven cases that appear to be of special concern”: one involving Iraq s
Geological Survey, one for the University of Mosul involving remote sensing equipment,
one for the Ministry of Defense involving use of photographic data, an information
system for the General Establishment for Survey, one involving "[Excised] cargo trucks"
for the Ministry of Defense, another for the Ministry of Industry, and one involving
commercial surveillance cameras for the Technical and Scientific Material Division.

30 July 1988- Negotiations begin between representatives from Iran and Iraq at the
United Nations.

6-7 August 1988- On 6 August Saddam HusSein announces that he will accept a cease-
fire in the war if Iran agrees to direct talks immediately following the truce. A day later
" Iran accepts Iraq’s compromise proposal.

20 August 1988- At 7:00 AM local time in Baghdad an official U.N.-sponsored cease-
fire goes into effect. Three hundred and fifty U.N. peace-keepers spread out along the i
740-mile border between Iran and Iraq to begin to monitor the agreement. ' .
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