The Panel

Martin Tolchin is a senior scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars. He is a lifelong journalist and author, capping a forty-year career of covering
government and politics for The New York Times by founding the Capitol Hill newspaper,
The Hill and more recently the must-read political daily, Politico. His most recent book,
coauthored with his wife Susan J. Tolchin, is Pinstripe Patronage: Political Favoritism
from the Club House to the White House and Beyond (2010). The Tolchins are coauthors
of numerous other books including Clout: Womanpower and Politics (1974);
Dismantling America: The Rus to Deregulate (1985); A World Ignited: How Apostles of
Ethnic, Religious and Racial Hatred Torch the Globe (2006); and Glass Houses:
Congressional Ethics and the Politics of Venom (2008). Tolchin has won many
journalism awards including the Everett M. Dirksen Prize for Distinguished Reporting of
Congress.

Susan J. Tolchin is University Professor of Public Policy at George Mason University.
She is author of The Angry American: How Voter Rage is Changing the Nation (1996),
and Women in the U.S. Congress (1976). In addition, she has coauthored eight books
with her husband, Martin Tolchin (see above). She was elected fellow and board member
of the National Academy of Public Administration, and received the Marshall Dimock
Award from the American Society of Public Administration for the best lead article in
Public Administration Review in 1996. She earned a Ph.D. from New York University,
an M.A. from the University of Chicago, and a B.A. from Bryn Mawr College.

Lynn C. Ross is visiting assistant professor at Georgetown University where she is
director of practica for the M.A. in American Government Program of the Georgetown
Public Policy Institute. She also teaches executive branch politics and policymaking for
Georgetown’s Government Department. Prior to returning to academia, she worked for
nearly 15 years for the U.S. government, including stints in the Executive Office of the
President at the Office of Management and Budget, the Office of Personnel Management,
the Department of Defense and Department of Health and Human Resources. She has
received more than a dozen professional awards in government for outstanding service
and special achievement. She has also served as a staff member of the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee. She earned a B.A. degree from the state
University of New York at Binghamton, an M.A. in Public Administration from the
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University, and a Ph.D. in
American Government from Georgetown University.



