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Number of Disasters 1987–2006

Number of Disasters Worldwide, 1987-2006
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Disaster Toll, 1987–2006
Total Affected and Killed by Natural Disasters, 1987-2006
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Comparing Recent Disasters



Natural or Un-natural Disasters?

• Environmental degradation
• Climate change
• Population and housing
• Poverty and inequality



Urban Disaster Risk



Landslides in Sri Lanka



Vulnerability

• Women: disproportionate fatalities; 
contend with social roles, harassment

• Elderly: may have impaired mobility; often 
dependent on families

• Children: schools often unsafe; may face 
exploitation, economic hardship 



Disaster and Conflict Impacts

Aceh Sri Lanka Kashmir
Population 4 million 20 million 16 million
Conflict Impacts
Killed/Missing 13,000 + 81,000 42,000 +
Displaced 150,0001 447,0002 480,0003

Disaster Impacts
Killed/Missing 167,000 35,000 74,000
Displaced 500,000 516,000 3.5 million

1 2002-03  (peak: 1.4 million in 1992-2002).
2 Jan 2006, prior to new conflict  (peak: 800,000).
3 As of 2005  (peak in 2002: up to 625,000)
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Incidents of Conflict in Aceh:
2005-2007

Source:  World Bank



Sri Lanka Displacements:
Tsunami   - Conflict



Deaths in Sri Lanka’s Civil War,
2000-2007

Source:  South Asia Terrorism Portal



Kashmir:  Political Division and 
Earthquake Zone



Killings in
Jammu and Kashmir

Source:  South Asia Terrorism Portal



Recommendations



Recommendations



Recommendations



Online Portal
www.worldwatch.org/features/disasters
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